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The Converse Middle School building at 24 Converse Street in Palmer has been turned into a regional COVID-19 vaccination site. 


Volunteers and paid staff needed for new 
COVID-19 vaccine site 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@ turley.com 


PALMER — The _ town’s 
health department is looking for 
licensed medical professionals and 
others to staff a new COVID-19 
vaccine clinic set up at the emp- 
ty Converse Middle School at 24 
Converse Street. 

The school had been used for 
grades five to seven until those 
students were shifted to the Palm- 
er High School and Old Mill Pond 
Elementary School campuses, both 
on Main Street. 


Designated as a regional site, 
the new clinic will serve residents 
of Palmer, Monson, Ludlow, Brim- 
field, Holland, Wales, Sturbridge, 
Warren and West Brookfield. 

“We are currently seeking 
both medical and non-medical staff 
to work the vaccine site,’ Chrissy 
Florence, Palmer’s health inspec- 
tor/supervisor said. 

“Currently, I have clerical 
staff, EMTs RNs LPNs, paramed- 
ics, NPs, and CNAs — just to name 
a few,’ she said. 

Inoculations at the Converse 
facility will start being adminis- 


www.journalregister.turley.com 


tered this week, but additional staff 
is needed as vaccine production 
is ramped up and more doses are 
made available. 

“We received our first ship- 
ment of 100 doses of Moderna vac- 
cine today, and will be administer- 
ing those 100 doses on Friday, Feb. 
5,’ Florence said Tuesday. 

“We are in need of licensed 
medical professionals to adminis- 
ter vaccines and clerical support 
Staff,’ she said. 


security personnel. In the future, 
once we start receiving larger ship- 
ments of the Moderna vaccine, the 
goal is to have 12 vaccinators, four 
medical observers, eight clerical 
staff and two security personnel.” 

Some training may be re- 
quired, depending on the position. 
Florence said the town is hoping to 
find at least a few volunteers. 

“It 1s a combination of both 
paid and unpaid positions,’ she 
said. 


“To start, I will be using six 


vaccinators, two medical observ- 
ers, 


four clerical staff and two 


‘““We have medical reserve staff 
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EDUCATION 


Consultant leads search for 
new Monson administrator 





By Kimberly Palmucci 
Correspondent 


MONSON — A new year is 
bringing change to the Town of 
Monson with several major per- 
sonnel transitions. 

The town’s administrator and 
finance director will be moving to 
new roles outside the communi- 
ty, and the health inspector plans 
to retire at the end of this coming 
summer. 

Monson Town Administrator 
Evan Brassard is now headed to 
work in Grafton. He has served 
in his current role since 2014. His 
last day as Monson administrator 
is Feb. 21. 

“IT love Monson and loved 
working for my home town,” Bras- 
sard said. 

“It is my hope that people see 
all of the hard work we do on a dai- 
ly basis and feel that we have made 
this to a little better each year.” 

He listed the town’s achieve- 
ments during his years in the top 
position at Town Hall and feels 





Courtesy photos 
Change is underway in the Town of Monson, including a search for a 
successor to Town Administrator Evan Brassard, who accepted a position 
in Grafton. 


he’s leaving his eventual successor 
in a good position. 

“We made great strides finan- 
cially, put in place a new Capital 
Improvement Plan, restructured 
debt saving hundreds of thousands 
of dollars each year, built play- 
grounds, completed Town Hall, 
partnered with the private sector to 
keep and create local jobs as well 
as grow revenue, and worked very 
closely with the schools to improve 
our school system,” Brassard said. 

The town is currently inter- 
viewing candidates for an inter- 
im position and expects to finish 
that process this week. Monson’s 
Board of Selectmen has contracted 
with Community Paradigm to con- 
duct a search for the next full-time 
town administrator. 

The town has also promoted 
Jamie Farnum as the new finance 
director. According to Brassard, 
she was promoted from her role 
as assistant town accountant and is 
currently working on her master’s 
degree. 
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HEALTH 


McCool reflects on decades 
in public health service 


By Kimberly Palmucci 
Correspondent 


MONSON — When Lorri 
McCool began working in Mon- 
son’s health department more than 
30 years ago, she never could have 
anticipated a global pandemic im- 
pacting the town for more than a 
year. 

But now, the Monson Health 
Department serves a more import- 
ant role in the community than 
ever before. 

“If this pandemic has shown 
anything, it’s the needs and the 
importance of health depart- 
ments,” said McCool, Monson’s 
health and Title 5 inspector. 

Massachusetts has a decen- 
tralized governance structure, as 
defined by the National Associ- 
ation of County and City Health 
Officials. The 351 cities and towns 
are independently organized for 
the delivery of local public health 
services and operate autonomous- 
ly from the Massachusetts Depart- 
ment of Public Health. 

These cities and towns, each 
with its own board of health, are 
responsible for assuring access 
to a comprehensive set of public 
health services defined by state 
law and regulations, according 
to the state’s Department of Pub- 
lic Health. Massachusetts local 
boards of health are charged with 
a complex set of responsibilities 
including enforcement of state 
sanitary, environmental, housing, 
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and health codes. 

When the COVID-19 pan- 
demic started, McCool said the 
Monson Board of Health followed 
Gov. Baker’s orders for recom- 
mended safety measures, and each 
business in town was responsible 
for following those orders. 

“The Board of Health was 
not tasked with approving every- 
body’s changes that they made, 
but every business was responsi- 
ble for that,’ she said. 

“Tf I got a complaint, I would 
go and inspect it and then they 
would show what they’ve done 
with the governor’s orders. It re- 
ally increased the responsibilities 
of what the Board of Health had 


to do.” 
Overall, McCool said _ that 
members of the Monson com- 


munity have been receptive to 
COVID-19 — safety guidelines. 
Even when she received a com- 
plaint, McCool said that it typi- 
cally only required an educational 
conversation. 

“It’s an educational thing,” 
she said. 

“You have that conversation 
if there’s something (the business) 
could be better at,’ she said. “A lot 
of it was just through education 
and having them understand why 
the governor put certain measures 
in order.” 

Moving forward, McCool 
said residents age 65 or older who 
are interested in receiving the 
COVID-19 vaccine are directed to 
call the Monson Council on Ag- 
ing at 413-267-4121 to have their 
name added to the list of interest- 
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Harding Trust Fund matching all donations for community 


v VY 


ales BOTs Pantry 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


BRIMFIELD —- Originating 
from a 1909 donation of $2,000 
from the estate of Harriet M. Hard- 
ing to the Town of Brimfield, the 
Harding Charitable Trust Fund con- 
tinues to provide assistance to vari- 
ous causes and organizations. 

Over the years, the fund has 
provided grants to the Brimfield 
Housing agency to assist elderly 
residents purchase and install an 
emergency generator, paid the le- 
gal fees for the incorporation of the 
Friends of the Brimfield Library 
and more. 

Most recently, during the hol- 
iday season, Brimfield’s Hard- 
ing Charitable Trust Fund gave a 
$2,500 donation to the Wales Com- 
munity Pantry to assist them with 
meals. Due to this gesture, the com- 
munity pantry successfully provid- 
ed meals to 631 Brimfield, Holland 


and Wales residents. 
Harding Charitable Trust 
Fund Trustee Chairperson Richard 





Courtesy Photo 
Harding Charitable Trust Fund Trustee Chairperson Richard Sieweck and 
Wales Community Pantry Director Jean Smith. 


Sieweck said, based on the princi- 
ples of the fund, it should do what- 
ever can be possibly done to help as 
many people with the as much mon- 


etary assistance as possible. 

He also said going forward, a 
decision has been made for Harding 
to match grants with each monetary 
donation. 

“Tt will create a great deal of 
the trust fund if people want to (par- 
ticipate), Sieweck said. 

Recently, Sieweck said, the 
trust fund received $400 from the 
Springfield Motorcycle Club and 
matched it and sent $800 to the 
community pantry. 

“We’ve also received a $200 
donation from the UMass Memori- 
al Medical Center and we matched 
that and sent $400,” said Sieweck. 

“We will continue to match 
grants as long as we have funds to 
do it.” 

Anyone interested in assisting 
the trust fund can send a check to 
the Town of Brimfield noting its for 
the trust fund, call 413-245-4100 
ext. 1107, or go to brimfieldma.org. 





BRIMFIELD 


Selectmen postpone decision on proposed food permits 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


BRIMFIELD — During the Feb. 
1 Brimfield Board of Selectmen 
meeting, a heated discussion on 
potential food distribution permits 
resulted in a tabling of the decision. 

Selectman Ryan Olstzta, who 
temporarily took over as for Chair- 
man Michael Doyle, led the discus- 
sion on different permits. During 
the discussion, Olstza said the rea- 
son for different permits is because 


it furthers the approach to business 
diversity Brimfield desires. 

The town only has an annual 
common license that Olstzta said 
serves as a one size fits all for all 
businesses and selling food. The 
cost of the license is $75 a year and 
requires every food establishment 
with the capability of cooking, pre- 
paring and servicing food to provide 
seating for immediate consumption. 

“That’s why it doesn’t exactly 
fit for your food truck, your per- 
son who’s selling fresh peanuts or 


something like that,” said Olstzta. 

“We do have a temporary food- 
service application that’s currently 
issued from the Board of Health, 
except it’s extremely cost prohib- 
itive to the vendor. It requires the 
$75 common (license) from us, in 
addition to a fee paid to the Board 
of Health.” 

Olstzta also said it creates “‘an 
unreasonably high cost to business- 
es to even get set up and they have 
such a high overhead that it’s not 
really worth it to them because it’s 


a gamble.” 

Olstzta later proposed a tem- 
porary food establishment permit 
and a mobile food establishment. A 
temporary food event would include 
a food both or table with no specific 
invitation given where residents can 
stop and purchase food or drink. 

A temporary food establish- 
ment would include a restaurant 
with a Common Victualler License 
issued by the Brimfield Board of 
Selectmen or Board of Health that 
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School committee 
vacancy in Monson 


MONSON — The Monson School Committee 1s 
accepting letters of interest from town residents to fill 
an interim vacancy until the next town election. The 
deadline to apply is 5 p.m. Monday, Feb. 8. 

The vacancy was created when Andy Dubois- White 
resigned his seat. 

After letters of interest are collected, a joint Mon- 
son Select Board / School Committee meeting will be 
held at which applicants will be interviewed and have 
an opportunity to make a presentation. That meeting 
has not yet been scheduled. 

Letters of interest should be emailed to School 
Committee Chair Jeffrey Lord at lordj@monson- 
schools.com. 
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Both licensed medical professionals and support staff 
are needed for a new regional COVID-19 vaccination site 
at Converse Middle School in Palmer. 
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that volunteer to help us run a successful clinic, and we 
have workers that are being paid to perform necessary 
functions.” 

Florence wants to emphasize the scope of setting 
up and operating a regional vaccination site and the im- 
portance of community support. 

“The efforts to control and eliminate the Covid-19 
pandemic will take an incredible amount of teamwork 
at an extraordinary scale,’ she said. 

“Please consider joining the mission to locally ex- 
pedite the delivery of Covid-19 Vaccine and help bring 
our community back to a level of normalcy.” 

If you or someone you know is willing and able to 
assist, contact the Palmer Board of Health at palmer- 
boh @townofpalmer.com or visit the Town of Palmer’s 
website at townofpalmer.com. 
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Troop 164 carries on Scouting traditions 





Fishing was a skill the scouts learned 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


PALMER — National Boy Scout 
Day is Feb. 8 and Troop 164 is cele- 
brating its commitment to the commu- 
nity and the ideals of the more than 
110-year-old organization. 

Founded in 1910 by Chicago pub- 
lisher William D. Boyce, the BSA has 
been responsible for shaping several 
troops across the nation. 

In Palmer, Boy Scout Troop 164, 
which has continued to carry on with 
public service projects during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, embodies the 
ideals of Scouting. 

Troop 164 Committee Chairperson 








Scout Troop 164 continued to do 
service projects despite the COVID-19 
pandemic. 


Jennifer Traugh said she has enjoyed 
witnessing the scouts continue to prevail 
during the pandemic. 

“T’ve really enjoyed it because the 
whole thing about being a Boy Scout is, 
it’s practice for being an adult and mem- 
ber of society in good standing,” Traugh 
said. 

“We’re teaching them how to be 
a good neighbor, a friend, how to give 
back to your community, and how to 
keep yourself and the people around 
you Safe.” 

Traugh also has two sons in Troop 
164, Peter and Thomas Traugh, who she 
said have become outstanding Scouts. 

“They really learned how to look at 
what they want to do and find a path to 








Troop 164 Scout Anthony Serricchio is 
sworn in as an Eagle Scout. 


do it. Just set their own goals and ac- 
complish them,” she said. 

‘“They’ve also learned kindness to- 
ward their fellow Scouts and the people 
around them. Sometimes I see young 
people that sometimes can be a little bit 
rough on each other, but I’ve noticed 
with my kids and other kids in the troop. 
They are very kind to people who need 
kindness put towards them know.” 

Troop 164 Scoutmaster Bill Mullen 
said he is also proud of the Scouts for 
continuing to help one another and take 
on different projects. 

“We’ve seen a lot of challenges, 
collectively as people and as a nation 
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Troop 164 Eagle Scout Peter Traugh. 


and it’s just a matter of doing the best 
you what you got to trust God to move 
on,’ Mullen said. 

“While some of our programs have 
definitely been drastically affected by 
the pandemic, we just look for opportu- 
nities to keep the young ladies and gen- 
tlemen interested and working towards 
becoming better citizens, no matter 
what the conditions are.” 

Anyone interested in learning more 
about scouting can call Mullen at 413- 
478-8780 or email him at troop164bull- 
dogs @ gmail.com. 


Gobi, Lesser press for streamlined vaccine sign-ups 


Senator Eric P. Lesser last week 
filed an act streamlining COVID-19 
vaccination sign-up in Massachusetts 
with lead co-sponsors Senator Anne M. 
Gobi and Senator Cindy F. Friedman. 

The bill has received over 57 
co-sponsorship requests, 26 of which 
are senators, with more signing on after 
it was introduced late last week. 

The legislation directs the Depart- 
ment of Public Health to immediately 
stand-up a one-stop digital portal, a 24/7 
phone hotline in multiple languages, 
and statewide text alerts. A current list 
of co-sponsors is available here. 

“Our seniors need a needle stick in 
the arm, not the short end of the stick,’ 
Gobi said. 

She recently sent a letter to Gov. 
Baker calling for a streamlined process. 

“This has been a total nightmare 
and is absolutely at the feet of the gov- 
ernor,’ Gobi said. 

“He has the ability to make the 
change, and it should have been done 


yesterday.” 

Lesser said the portal and the hot 
line would help more seniors more easi- 
ly navigate the system for signing up for 
the vaccine. 

“The Phase two vaccine rollout is 
creating mass confusion and anxiety for 
our eligible senior population,” Lesser 
said. 

“The system is cumbersome, con- 
tradictory, and asks residents over 75 to 
navigate a haze of web links, locations, 
and instructions, each with different cri- 
teria and scheduling systems. And for 
those with limited ability to navigate the 
internet, there is no access to appoint- 
ment booking at all,’ Lesser said. 

He served last term as Senate chair 
of the Joint Committee on Economic 
Development and Emerging Technolo- 
gies. 

“As a national leader in healthcare, 
it 1s simply inexcusable that Massa- 
chusetts has fallen so far behind other 
states. We need to do better. I’m grate- 


ful to partner on this issue with Senator 
Friedman, who has tirelessly advocated 
for health equity during this crisis, and 
Senator Gobi, who sounded the alarm 
on this issue in her letter calling on the 
COVID-19 Task Force to set up a cen- 
tralized sign-up system.” 


Online portal provisions: 


Directs the Department of Public 
Health to immediately establish a cen- 
tralized, one-stop portal on the mass. 
gov website to be used to determine 
eligibility and allow one-stop online 
sign-up for COVID-19 vaccinations; 
Requires the portal to be made available 
to all residents of Massachusetts and 
must be accessible via internet and mo- 
bile device; and Requires the portal to 
be translated and accessible in multiple 
languages. 


Phone hotline provisions: 


Directs the Department of Public 
Health to also immediately establish a 
centralized phone number for residents 
of Massachusetts to determine vaccine 
eligibility and sign-up for COVID-19 
vaccinations via said phone number; 
Requires vaccine eligibility determi- 
nation to be accessible in multiple lan- 
guages; and 

Requires the phone number to be 
staffed 24-hours a day, seven days per 
week, and must include sufficient staff- 
ing to prevent significant wait times for 
callers. 


Public awareness provision: 


Directs the Department of Public 
Health to share information about the 
portal and phone number with the gen- 
eral public, including, but not limited to, 
via the “AlertsMA” text-based notifica- 
tion system. 
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Corrections 


The Journal Register will 


“Jamie has been with the 
town five-plus years and has 
been a dedicated public ser- 
vant,’ Brassard said. 

“She is a Monson local 
and has the best interest of the 
town at heart. Jamie will be 
great in this new role.” 

The town’s previous Fi- 
nance Director, Mary Lauria, 
served her last day with Mon- 
son on Jan. 29 and will also be 
headed to Grafton, according 
to reports. Brassard said that 
before leaving, she told him 
“that it was bittersweet, that 
she loves Monson, and that she 
was proud of all we accom- 
plished together.” 

Brassard said he’s confi- 


dent the town will be in good 
hands after all the transitions 
are complete. 

“While good employees 
sometimes move on, no one 
person makes up an organiza- 
tion like the town of Monson,” 
he said. 

“The town will continue 
to function. That said, Mary 
leaves some big shoes to fill 
and moved Monson forward in 
fiscal policy. I feel that Jamie is 
more than up to the task.” 


More changes 
Monson’s Health Agent, 
Lorri McCool, announced her 
retirement, tentatively in Au- 
gust. 
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Evan Brassard 


“Lorri will be with us for 
a while longer,’ Brassard said. 
“T can tell you that there is 
no other person I would want 
to try to navigate a pandemic 
with than Lorri McCool. She 


is a fantastic public servant 
who works tirelessly for public 
health.” 

Brassard said the town is 
exploring a regional model of 
potentially sharing the role of 
health agent with Wilbraham, 
Monson, Longmeadow, and 
Hampden. The idea was ini- 
tially floated during a select 
board meeting toward the end 
of 2020. 

“The conversation is in 
its infancy,’ he said. “We are 
working with the (Pioneer Val- 
ley Planning Commission) on 
this project.” 


gladly correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper. Corrections 
or clarifications will always ap- 
pear on Page 2 or 3. To request 


a correction, send information to 
Editor at mharrison@turley.com, 
or call 283-8393, extension 236. 
Corrections may also be request- 
ed in writing at: Journal Register, 
Attn: Editor 24 Water St., Palmer, 
MA, 01069. 
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PLANNING FOR THE WEEK , 
FAMILY DINNERS (serves 4 adults) a8 


SUNDAY - $30 
Penne, Meatballs & Sausage 
Italian Salad, Warm Bread 
TUESDAY - $25 
Chicken Tenders & Fries 
Coleslaw, Italian Salad, Warm Bread 


DEADLINE 


The Journal Register has changed its firm deadline for public submissions to 
Mondays. To get your submission in for that week’s edition, email Editor at 
mharrison@turley.com or call the office at 413-283-8393 by noon on Mondays. 
We appreciate the cooperation of our readers. 
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*Tree Removals* 
*Crown Reduction* 
*Storm Damage* 
*Dead Wooding* 
*Pristine Cleanup* 
*Fully Insured* 


TreeWorxUnlimited@gmail.com 
TreeWorxUnlimited.com 
Call/Text/Email today for your free estimate 


‘413.262.1190 


WEDNESDAY - $28 


Chicken Parmesan Over Penne 
Italian Salad, Warm Bread 


Subscriptions 
cgriswold@turley.com 


$35 per year pre-paid 
($40 out of state) 
Newsstand: $1.00 per copy 


THURSDAY - $28 
Country Fried Chicken 
Brian’s Home Made Mac ‘N Cheese 


Salad, Warm Bread 
we 
Dana’s ( Y Est. 2018 


MAIN STREET 
TAVERN 


WEB 


Exactly what a Main Street Tavern should be www.journalregister.turley.com 


218 Main Street, Monson 
www.218mainstreettavern.com 
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Turley Publications, Inc. * www.turley.com 





The Journal Register 


OBITUARY POLICY 


Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 





Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 





HARLOW 


Hi! My name is Harlow, I’m 2 years old | just got 
adopted by Lauren Cole of Palmer and | love my new 
home and family already! | love treats, Vera Bradley 
blankets, and my belly rubs! We feature your pets 
here and on our Facebook page. Is your fur friend a 
dog, cat, chicken, lizard, horse, bird, mouse...you get 
the point. Is there a pet you’re fostering and trying 
to re-home? All pets are welcome! Email a high-res- 
olution jpg of your pet with a little information to 
mharrison@turley.com. 


Nancy Curtis 
Scholarship available 


WARE -— Applications are now available for the 
Nancy Curtis Scholarship in the Ware, Palmer, and 
Belchertown Public Schools Guidance Department. 
Deadline for completion of the application 1s April 5, 
and should be forwarded to Mrs. Sandra Piechota, 269 
Palmer Rd., Ware, MA 01082. 


Polish plate dinner Feb. 13 


WARE — St. Mary’s Church, 57 South Street will 
be having a pre-order sale of a Polish plate dinner. The 
plate will consist of three pierogi, one golombek, kiel- 
basa, kapusta and Polish bread. Cost of the meal is $15. 
Curbside pickup will be on Saturday, Feb. 13, in the 
parking lot behind St. Mary’s Church. Each customer 
will be designated a pick-up time when placing your or- 
der. Payment should be the exact amount, either check 
made out to St. Mary’s Church, or cash and placed in an 
envelope with your name, phone number and payment 
amount. Call Sylvia at 413-436-9268 or Diane at 413- 
967-5207, with questions and/or to order. All orders 
must be received by Sunday, Feb. 7. St. Mary’s thanks 
everyone for their support. Snow date will be Sunday, 
Feb. 14. 


McNeely Tree Service 


Insured e ot ce 


e Hazardous Tree Removal 

e Stump Grinding 

e Bobcat Rental 

e Lot Clearing 

e Furnace Wood 

e Storm Cleanup 

e Firewood $220/cord 

e 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR 


H: 508-867-6119 ¢ C: 413- 324- 6977 


FOR RENT 
Quabbin Estates 


41 Church Lane, Wheelwright, MA 01094 


Accepting applications now. 

The apartment features - w/w carpeting, kitchen 
appliances, maintenance coverage, laundry 
facilities. We specialize in Senior Housing and 
“Barrier Free” accessible units. Rent is $797/mo. 
or 30% of income, whichever is higher. 

RD regulations. Handicap Accessible 
apartments when available. 


CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
413-477-6496 
TDD (800)439-2379 


‘! 
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Mass. VEW Honor Guard welcomes President Biden 


Area military personnel 
partook in the virtual 
“Parade Across America” 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


REGION — On Jan. 20, members of 
the Massachusetts Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Honor Guard partook in the virtu- 
al “Parade Across America’ celebrating 
President Joseph R. Biden’s inaugura- 
tion. 

A group of five veterans was cho- 
sen to represent the Commonwealth on 
a national stage last Wednesday as the 
country turned a page with the new pres- 
idential administration. 

“This is the first time in the histo- 
ry of the inauguration parade that all 
56 states and territories were featured. 
We’ ve done a number of high-profile pa- 
rades in the past, but this is the highest 
honor that we’ve been involved in. We 
knew we were up to the task and put as 
much energy into this as possible,” said 
Brian Willette, a U.S. Army veteran from 
South Hadley, who carried a rifle during 
the procession. 

Willette partook in the venture 
alongside his daughter, Christine Lupac- 
chino, who lives in Chicopee and serves 
as Commander of the Honor Guard and 
master sergeant in the state’s Air Nation- 
al Guard 104th Fighter Wing. 

Eric Segundo, a U.S. Army veteran 
from Springfield, Rene Fuertes, a U.S. 
Navy veteran from Randolph and Keith 
Buckhout, a U.S. Marine and Air Force 
veteran from Easthampton rounded out 
the five-person unit. 

On Jan. 20, the Honor Guard paid 
tribute to “The Greatest Generation” 
— veterans who served in WWII — and 
“The Newest Greatest Generation,’ 
members of today’s all-volunteer U.S. 
Armed Forces. 

During its presentation, members 
of the Honor Guard wore WWII Air- 
borne uniforms, revealing the distinctive 
shoulder insignia of the 82nd Airborne 


Division, the country’s first division 
compromised entirely of all-volunteer 
paratroopers. 

While the Honor Guard filmed and 
submitted its routine more than a month 
ago, it did not receive word of its selec- 
tion until two days prior to the inaugu- 
ration. Fortunately, the group had been 
mentally preparing for the spotlight. 

The Honor Guard was featured on 
national television twice last Wednesday, 
once during the virtual parade and again 
in the evening on “Celebrating Ameri- 
ca,” a special inauguration program that 
was hosted by actor Tom Hanks. 

“This event really encapsulated ev- 
erything that we stand for,’ said Willette, 
Commander of the Mass. Military Order 
of the Purple Heart. 

The national stage was not too big 
for the five-person squad of combat vet- 
erans, who honed their skills at a wide 
range of events each year. 

“Whether it’s posting the colors at 
a little league championship game here 
in western Mass. or at a Red Sox game, 
the same professionalism and dedication 
goes into each Honor Guard presenta- 
tion,” said Willette. 

Willette was especially proud of 
his daughter, Lupacchino, who offered 
a congratulatory message to President 
Biden. Participating in the Honor Guard 
is a family tradition that dates back many 
decades. 

“My dad and her grandfather was a 
member of the old United States Honor 
Guard in Washington D.C. in the 1950s,” 
said Willette. “I often think it skipped me 
and went to her, the expertise. She real- 
ly knows her stuff as our commander. I 
couldn’t be prouder.” 

For Willette, the recent attack on the 
U.S. Capitol brought added significance 
to an honor that he already considered to 
be special in its own right. He explained 
how the events that unfolded in Wash- 
ington D.C. several weeks ago impacted 
his approach. 

“The events of Jan. 6 added special 
weight to this day. The attack on the 
Capitol I feel was a direct attack on our 
Constitution,’ said Willette. “It increased 
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Members of the Massachusetts Veterans of Foreign Wars Honor Guard pose together 
at Szot Park in Chicopee. 
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U.S. Army veteran Brian Willette of the Mass. VFW Foreign Wars Honor Guard partook 
in the virtual “Parade Across America” on Jan. 20 alongside his daughter, Chicopee 
resident Christine Lupacchino, an Honor Guard commander and master sergeant in 
the state Air National Guard 104th Fighter Wing; Eric Segundo, U.S. Army veteran from 


Springfield; Rene Fuertes, U.S. Navy veteran from Randolph; and Keith Buckhout, U.S. 
Marine and Air Force veteran from Easthampton. 


the magnitude and gave us that extra 
pride. Being all veterans, we’ve sworn 
to uphold the Constitution of the United 
States against all enemies, foreign and 


domestic, and I feel that we played a role 
in upholding that Constitution on Jan. 20 
participating in the inauguration.” 





Restaurant industry is main course for Lunchtime Livestream 


Senator Eric P. Lesser was joined last 
week by acclaimed chef and two-time 
James Beard award recipient Jody Adams, 
owner of Boston restaurants TRADE, 
Porto, and Saloniki, for a Lunchtime 
Livestream on the pandemic’s continued 
impact on the restaurant industry and pol- 
icy efforts to help with recovery. 

Adams is also a founding member 
of Massachusetts Restaurants United, a 
grassroots advocacy restaurant group. 
The video from the Jan. 29 livestream can 
be accessed on Facebook and Twitter. 

Sen. Lesser and chef Jody Ad- 
ams spoke about the current state of the 
restaurant industry, and how initially, pol- 
icy aimed to aid them, such as the Pay- 
check Protection Program, in some cases 
fell short. 

“It provided dollars to restaurants, 
but the restrictions for use were signif- 
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1455 N. Main Street, Third Floor £ 
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facebook.com/topfloorlearningpalmer 






Top Floor Learning, a privately funded 
non-profit corporation, has been helping 
others help themselves for 35 years with 

its Adult Basic Education programs. 
What makes Top Floor Learning 


icant,’ she said. “The majority of the 
dollars had to go to payroll. In the first 
release, that had to be used within eight 
weeks-at that point, restaurants weren’t 
even open. People did not know how to 
handle that, so people started spending 
that money quickly even though they 
weren’t open. It meant that some people 
used that money quickly and they didn’t 
then have those dollars to re-open when 
it was patio season and we could be out- 
doors. It was a Band-Aid-it only built half 
the bridge — it didn’t get us to the other 
side.” 

They also discussed the delivery-fee 
cap included in the economic relief pack- 
age negotiated by Lesser. The cap limits 
third-party delivery companies such as 
UberEats and DoorDash from charging 
restaurants more than 15% for delivery 
fees during the pandemic. 


unique Is its 
personalized instruction. 





e Basic reading, writing and math skills 


classes) 

Citizenship preparation 
Basic Computer Skills 
Resume Writing 


ASVAB, SAT and TOEFL 


Let TFL’s method of 
One-to-One private tutoring help 
you reach your goals with: 


e High School Equivalency Exam (GED) preparation 
e English Language Instruction (including conversation 


Tutoring for specialized licenses and tests such as: 


For program information call Gail (413) 283-2329, 
or reach her by e-mail at: gcarneiro@toptloorlearning.org 


POSTPONEMENT: 
We are so sorry 
but our May 
Scrabble Night 
and our May 
Basket Raffle will 
be postponed. 
At this time we 
are uncertain as 
to when they will 
be rescheduled. 
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TOP FLOOR 
LEARNING NEWS! 


We are pleased to announce that we are now 
offering tutoring to High School students 
in need of help in reading, writing or math. 
This unique one-to-one tutoring is being offered as 





we continue to receive requests for this service. 





COMPUTER HELP IS HERE! 


Do you want to learn how to: 


e Use a computer ¢ Email 


e Create a Facebook page, etc.? 
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facebook.com/topfloorlearningpalmer 
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@& Celebrate your loved one's life by donating 
to Top Floor Learning in their memory. 
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plained, “and delivery companies were 
taking up to 30% of our revenue. These 
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WE'RE STILL 
OPEN! 
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Courtesy photo 
Sen. Lesser and chef Jody Adams spoke about the current state of the restaurant 
industry. 


“Many of us have gone from 20% 
of our business being delivery to 90% of 
the business being delivery,’ Adams ex- 


companies are making money hand over 
fist over these last ten months, and (the 
fact that) the policy went into play imme- 
diately is huge.” 
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EXHAUST SPECIAL 


10” OFF 


EXHAUST WORK 
UP TO $50 OFF 


Excludes Catalytic Converters 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Expires 2/28/21 T 
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ALIGNMENT CHECK , 


$69°° 


INCLUDES TOE - ALL OTHER 
ADJUSTMENTS EXTRA 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 

Expires 2/28/21 T 


(Up to $50/Parts SARTRE valid with other coupon offers) 
e Automatic Transmission Service 
e FREE Towing during working hours 
(to Jackson’s for repair within 15 mile radius) 
¢ Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles ¢ Snow Tire Changeover 
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Western Mass. 


needs more 
COVID vaccine 
sites 


hase II of the Massachusetts COVIID-19 
Pecinaion program rolled out Monday. 

The bleak weather that ushered in the 
new week turned out to be an apt metaphor for 
the plan so far, especially if you reside in West- 
ern Mass. 

Due to a lack of supply of the vaccine and 
high demand by residents waiting to be inoc- 
ulated, prioritizing which residents are first in 
line makes sense. Healthcare workers, first-re- 
sponders, and other categories of people facing 
the highest risk were designated for the first 
phase. The second phase prioritizes those age 
75 and older, followed by seniors age 65 and 
up, people with certain underlying conditions, 
then other front-line workers, such as grocery 
store staff and teachers. Everyone else is ex- 
pected to become eligible in April, assuming 
enough vaccine doses are available. 

That part of the plan is sound. We’ll even 
say it’s fair because the most vulnerable among 
us and those doing essential work who can’t do 
their jobs while quarantining should be protect- 
ed first while waiting for vaccine production to 
catch up with demand. 

What’s lacking 1s a plan for mass inocula- 
tion sites in Western Mass. If you take a look 
at the distribution site map on mass.gov, you'll 
see alone red star, which represents a mass site, 
in our entire region. Most of what you'll see are 
green Stars signifying local health care provid- 
ers and blue stars that are effectively wishful 
thinking because those are for pharmacies and 
right now, none of our local chains are offering 
shots. 

There is a regional site setting up in Palm- 
er this week, but the region as a whole needs 
more. 

Hampden County alone has over 466,000 
residents, yet Eastfield Mall in Springfield 
is the one mass vaccination site. Glance over 
toward Boston on the distribution map and 
there’s a solid wall of red stars, most notably 
Fenway Park and Gillette Stadium. 

How ironic that the part of the Common- 
wealth with the most open space hasn’t been 
leveraged to create pop-up vaccination clinics. 
Yes, you could practically fit all of Chicop- 
ee into Fenway while filling Gillette with the 
combined populations of Palmer, Pittsfield, 
Brimfield, and Monson, but what we lack in 
sheer numbers we make up for with resources. 

Fred Ferguson, owner of Palmer Motor- 
sports Park, said he’d gladly open his facility 
for use as an inoculation site if asked. Brim- 
field has acres of fields where flea markets are 
held in-season that could be temporarily repur- 
posed. Not to mention farms just about every- 
where that could be suitable. 

There’s a long list of possibilities if the 
COVID-19 Task Force would only consider 
expanding access in our region. And it should. 

Another improvement we’d like to see is 
the sign-up process. The online portal set up to 
request a shot opened to poor reviews, especial- 
ly from the senior citizen segment, who found 
it less than user-friendly. Despite Gov. Charlie 
Baker’s exasperated retort that it couldn’t pos- 
sibly be any easier, the fact is too many seniors 
couldn’t navigate it. 

In response, state senators Eric Lesser and 
Anne Gobi led a bipartisan effort to prod the 
Taskforce into setting up a special 1-800 call 
center to book appointments. Baker seemed 
agreeable and hopefully by next week if not 
sooner, that centralized system will be up and 
running. Time is of the essence when working 
to end a pandemic and the more those eligible 
in this phase are encouraged to sign up for the 
vaccine, the better off we’ll all be. 

Primarily though, the task force needs a 
plan to create more mass sites in our region. 
Those eligible now deserve more options for 
getting their initial shot and eventual boost- 
er. And hopefully, by phase HI, everyone still 
waiting to be inoculated can do that quickly 
and without having too travel far. 

Just because we’re rural, doesn’t mean we 
want to be more vulnerable to COVID-19 than 
our fellow citizens to the east. 
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Share your thoughts and suggestions 
with our staff and your fellow readers. 
Participate in our opinion pages, 
or contact us anytime with your feedback! 


The Journal Register 
Your Community Newspaper 


www.journalregister.turley.com 
mharrison@turley.com ¢ 413.283.8393 
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nutritious sweet potatoes 


The sweet potato is a nutritional 
powerhouse. According to www.nutri- 
tiondata.com, it is “low in sodium, and 
very low in saturated fat and cholester- 
ol. It 1s also a good source of 
dietary fiber, vitamin B6 and 
potassium, and a very good 
source of vitamin A, vitamin C 
and manganese.” If these facts 
aren’t reason enough to try add- 
ing this veggie to our garden 
this growing season, delight 
in the fact that it is also a very 
pretty vine. 

If my memory is correct, 
my Mom attempted to grow 
Sweet potatoes one summer 
when I was child. It wasn’t all that 1m- 
pressive as I recall, at least not as impres- 
sive as her peanut growing experiment! 
Anyhow, the one thing we have against 
us is that sweet potatoes require a long 
growing season, somewhere between 
90-150 days. The tender shoots are 
cold sensitive, and must be planted into 
the ground after all danger of frost has 
passed. In our area we use Memorial Day 
as our “frost-free date.” Then, the edible 
root, aka the sweet potato, must be har- 
vested before the first frost of fall. By my 
records, the first frost usually occurs in 
early October. This equates to 100 days 
bare minimum of growing time. Still in- 
terested, read on. 

You can purchase plants through 
the mail or try sprouting your own from 
sweet potatoes purchased from the gro- 
cery store. Dick Raymond, author of 
my favorite gardening book of all time, 
“Garden Way’s Joy of Gardening” (Sto- 
rey Publishing $24.95), has some great 
tips for doing this: Seven or eight weeks 
prior to Memorial Day, simply cut the 
spuds in half length-wise and lay them 
down in moist peat moss in a shallow 
tray. Cover with plastic wrap and place in 


IN THE 
GARDEN 


Roberta McQuaid 
Columnist 





a sunny window until sprouting occurs. 
Slips should be separated and planted 
about six inches deep, 12 to 15 inch- 
es apart from one another. He advises 
to water well for the first two 
weeks; after that sweet potato 
plants are reportedly somewhat 
drought tolerant. When _ fer- 
tilizing, choose a formulation 
that is a bit lower in nitrogen, 
otherwise you will have lots of 
vines at the expense of sweet 
potatoes. 

Dig up your bounty on a 
dry day, being extra careful 
not to damage the skin. Don’t 
leave them exposed to the sun 
for more than an hour and don’t wash 
them either. Picky, aren’t they? Fresh 
sweet potatoes aren’t all that sweet, a 
curing period of two weeks in the dark 
at 70 to 80 degrees and at high humidity 
will bring out the great flavor we are ac- 
customed to. Long-term storage should 
be at temperatures around 60 degrees. 

To make sweet potato fries simply 
cut the root into thick wedges, then toss 
them with seasoned olive oil (or a fa- 
vorite salad dressing). Bake on a cookie 
sheet at 350 degrees for one hour, flip- 
ping occasionally. Some ketchup as a dip 
may help reluctant kids to give the “fun- 
ny orange French fries” a try. 

It’s my hope that you all enjoy grow- 
ing sweet potatoes from “scratch,” so to 
speak! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massachusetts. For 
the last 28 years, she has held the posi- 
tion of staff horticulturalist at Old Stur- 
bridge Village. She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to ekennedy@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” in the sub- 
Ject line. 





SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 


Questions benefit amount 
after claim delayed 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: I am having problems 
getting answers from the national Social 
Security office or the local agent who I 
first spoke with to apply for my benefits. 
I am 70 in January 2021, and applied 
for benefits at the end of August 2020. 
I asked to have benefits start in October 
2020, with my first payment received 
in November. I was told that the benefit 
for applying at age 69 and nine months 
would not be received until January of 
2021. Until then, I would receive the 
69 years and 0 months payment, which 
I received in November and December 
of 2020. In January 2021 however, I re- 
ceived the same 2020 payment plus the 
COLA increase. I’ve asked what’s up at 
the local office and have been waiting for 
a return phone call. My first question: is 
the amount I received in November and 
December last year correct: it is only the 
age 69 amount, not the 69 and 9 months 
benefit for the age I was at the time? 
And second, if that’s true, when in 2021 
should I get my full amount? Signed: 
Confused 

Dear Confused: I'll try to clear this 
up for you. Delayed Retirement Credits 
(DRCs) of 0.667% are earned monthly 
for each full month you delay claiming 
after your full retirement age (which for 
you is 66). But although you earn de- 
layed retirement credits monthly, Social 
Security only applies them in January 
of each year. You don’t lose them; they 
just don’t do the benefit adjustment until 
January of each year. That’s why you got 
only the age 69 benefit when you started 
your benefits in October and why your 
payment in November and December 


didn’t include those DRCs. 

The Social Security payment you 
received in January was actually for your 
December benefits, and included the 
2021 COLA increase (which is comput- 
ed using your December benefit). And 
just as an FYI, they do apply DRCs im- 
mediately for anyone who claims at age 
70, regardless of the month they claim. 
What happened to you was because you 
claimed before you were 70. 

The additional 6% DRCs you earned 
between January and September last year 
should be applied in January of this year 
and should be included in your next 
benefit check, which you will receive 
in February (Social Security pays ben- 
efits in the month following when they 
are earned). When they do that compu- 
tation, they’Il automatically adjust your 
COLA using your new benefit amount. 
So, what you were told by the Social Se- 
curity agent is essentially correct — your 
benefit payment won’t reflect those addi- 
tional DRCs for 2020 until your January 
2021 payment, which you will receive in 
February. 

This article is intended for informa- 
tion purposes only and does not represent 
legal or financial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpretations of the 
AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National Social Secu- 
rity Association. NSSA and the AMAC 
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other governmen- 
tal entity. To submit a question, visit our 
website (amacfoundation.org/programs/ 
social-security-advisory) or email us at 
ssadvisor @ amacfoundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security 
advisor with AMAC. 





Letters to the Editor 


Hulls views are disqualifying 


Two articles in the Palmer Journal have recently 
been written about Mary Hull. She has unapologetically 
acknowledged in these articles that she has chosen not 
to wear a mask at two outdoor, crowded events. 

She noted in both articles that not wearing a mask 
is not aconcern for her, and in the first article, she notes, 
also, that she has done her homework regarding the effi- 
cacy of wearing a mask to reduce the spread of COVID 
and has determined that masks are not needed. I have no 
idea where she found the information to lead her to this 
conclusion, but I can confidently say that they were not 
based on scientific evidence. 

As aresident of Monson, where Ms Hull is both a 
selectperson and an official on the board of health, her 
lack of judgement and lack of following CDC guide- 
lines and the recommendations of infectious disease 
specialists is of great concern to me. 

She needs, minimally, to be removed from her po- 
sition on the Monson Board of Health. 


Ann Chattel 
Monson 





The path forward 


By Lee H. Hamilton 
Guest columnist 


ith the handoff of power from one president 

W to another, we enter this new phase of our 

national life in deep distress. We are divided 

and polarized, struggling to communicate reasonably 

with one another, and seemingly unable to find com- 

mon ground on basic issues. Yet the path forward is nei- 

ther new nor, really, difficult. We all know what needs 
to happen. We just need to do it. 

To heal as a nation, we need to return to our tradi- 
tional ways of doing business. We need to rediscover 
our skills at negotiation and compromise. We must re- 
kindle our understanding that many people contribute 
to our progress as a nation and that no one has an exclu- 
sive on wisdom. And perhaps more than anything, we 
need to reassure ourselves that we have the confidence 
and ability to solve our problems. We have done it in the 
past. We can do it again. 

I count myself among those who believe that 
healthy democracies hold public officials accountable 
for their actions and do not just sweep them under the 
rug in the name of moving on. Representative democ- 
racies cannot function if political leaders try to over- 
turn the results of a free and fair election when they do 
not like the result. 

At the same time, though, we badly need to focus 
on the tasks of governing. And by “we,” I mean all of 
us. Most of us will not have much impact on the future 
of social security or finding ways to provide affordable 
health care to every American, but we do bear respon- 
sibility for making our own little corner of the country 
work. We can look around our neighborhood, our com- 
munity, our region, or our state, and do our best to make 
our system live up to its promise. 

For starters, this means that we resolve our differ- 
ences without resorting to violence or trying to over- 
throw the system. Our representative democracy has 
its faults, but over the long sweep of our history it 
has served us well, evolving as public understanding 
evolves. In our system, we work to reform it, not to jet- 
tison it altogether. 

Binding up our wounds will take recognizing that 
we can work together to resolve our differences. We will 
be helped on this score by electing principled, practical 
and pragmatic leaders. I have had the privilege in my 
time in politics of watching hundreds (if not thousands) 
of elected officials and their staff commit to making the 
U.S. a better country. This is our historic norm, and I 
want to see it function again: with a return to the busi- 
ness of governing. We want our representatives to dis- 
agree on policy grounds—not because of where they 
went to school or where they live or what they look 
like—and then negotiate, legislate, and find a way for- 
ward. You don’t always get results if you’re involved 
in public life, but you should strive to reach them. And 
if you fail the first time, it should be the norm that you 
move on and come back another day to try again or to 
correct what went wrong. 

The truth is, we cannot solve our problems with- 
out talking to each other—and talking and talking and 
talking. That is why we need leaders who are prag- 
matic about what they can achieve and are skilled and 
experienced in the arts of compromise and consensus 
building. And we need citizens who expect their elect- 
ed representatives—and the media they consume—to 
level with them, tell them uncomfortable truths, explain 
the facts, repudiate conspiracy theories and put forward 
workable policies for a complex, ever-changing coun- 
try. 

We face tough problems. And while Americans 
do not expect miracles, they do expect their leaders to 
work together to solve them. That is how we move for- 
ward. The Jan. 6 insurrection was a very dark moment 
in our history. We have a long way to go to move past 
it, but we have a chance to revitalize our democracy 
by showing that it can work to improve the lives of all 
Americans, regardless of their beliefs. We have done it 
in the past. We can do it again. 

Lee Hamilton is a senior advisor for the Indiana 
University Center on Representative Government; a 
Distinguished Scholar at the IU Hamilton Lugar School 
of Global and International Studies; and a Professor of 
Practice at the IU O’Neill School of Public and Envi- 
ronmental Affairs. He was a member of the U.S. House 
of Representatives for 34 years. 
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Election letters 
to the editor 
welcome 


The Journal Register welcomes 
readers to participate in this year’s 
election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 
24 Water St. Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed 
to mharrison@turley.com. Please in- 
clude a daytime telephone number 
for verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received by 
noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let- 
ters will be printed. No letters written 
by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the vol- 
ume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print 
a representative sample. No endorse- 
ment letters will be printed in the last 
edition before the election. 

For more information, call editor 
Michael Harrison at 413-283-8393. 

Campaign news 

As part of its election coverage, 
the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, 
state Senate, state House, district at- 
torney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fair- 
ness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor 
will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers. 

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact advertising, 413- 
283-8393 about paid advertising in 
The Journal Register. 


Letters to 
the editor 
policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 250 words or 
less in length, and guest 
columns between 500- 
800 words. No unsigned 
Or anonymous opinions 
will be published. We 
require that the person 
submitting the opinion 
also include his or her 
town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must confirm author- 
ship prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 

to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous, unsubstanti- 
ated allegations, personal 
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Police/Fire 


February 4, 2021 





PALMER 
POLICE DEPT. 


The Palmer Police Department 
responded to no arrests or summons 
for arrest from Jan. 27 through Feb. 2. 


MONSON 
POLICE DEPT 


The Monson Police Depart- 
ment responded to nine arrests or 
summons for arrests from Jan. 24 
through Jan. 30. Those arrested will 
appear at the Palmer District Court 
and are innocent unless proven 
guilty. 

Sunday, Jan. 24 


Mackenzie Ann Williams, 23, 


of 9 Baker Hts., Springfield, was 
arrested at 9:44 p.m., on charges of 
a number plate violation; operating 
under the influence of liquor and 
possession of an open container of 
alcohol. 


Monday, Jan. 25 


Daniel Carr, 56, of 3 Pulpit 
Rock Rd., Monson, was arrested at 
10:07 a.m., on charges of leaving 
scene of property damage, operat- 
ing under the influence of liquor; 
negligent operation of a motor vehi- 
cle and possession of an open con- 
tainer of alcohol in a motor. 


Tuesday, Jan. 26 
Soren Arik Savoie, 30, of 128 


Michael St., Ludlow, was arrested 
at 2:32 a.m. on a warrant. 


Friday, Jan. 29 


Michael D. Larkin, 34, of 25 
Heritage Green Dr., Apt. $207, 
Fiskdale, was arrested at 2:44 p.m., 
on charges of speeding rate of speed 
exceeding the posted limit; having 
no inspection/sticker and operat- 
ing a motor vehicle with a license 
suspended for operating under the 
influence. 


Saturday, Jan. 30 


Jenna Maria Andretsopoulos, 
22, of 130 Littleton St., Spring- 
field, was arrested at 5:11 p.m., on 
charges of a warrant and possession 
of a Class C drug. 


PALMER FIRE DEPT. 


The Palmer Fire Department 
responded to nine calls from Jan. 27 
to Feb. 1: 

On Wednesday, Jan. 27, at 
10:51 a.m., the department respond- 
ed to a lockout on Thorndike Street. 
The department returned to service 
at 11:13 a.m. 

On Saturday, Jan. 30, at 11:32 
a.m., the department responded to a 
call for a high angle rescue on Hov- 
ey Road in Monson. The department 
returned to service at 12:01 a.m. 

On Saturday, Jan. 30, at 5:58 
p.m., the department responded to 
an alarm activation on North Main 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 6:24 p.m. 

On Saturday, Jan. 30, at 8:05 
p.m., the department responded to a 
call for medical assistance on Cen- 
tral Street. The department returned 
to service at 8:41 p.m. 

On Saturday, Jan. 30, at 8:04 
p.m., the department responded to 
a motor vehicle accident on West 
Ware Road. The department re- 
turned to service at 10 p.m. 

On Saturday, Jan. 30, at 11:18 
p.m., the department responded to 
a call that was dispatched and can- 
celled en route on Wright Street. 
The department returned to service 
at 11:40 p.m. 

On Sunday, Jan. 31, at 3:41 
p.m., the department responded to 
a brush fire on Mason Street. The 
department returned to service at 
4:36 p.m. 

On Monday, Feb. 1, at 12:32 
p.m., the department responded to 
a motor vehicle fire on Thorndike 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 1:35 p.m. 

On Monday, Feb. 1, at 10:11 
p.m., the department responded to 
a call for a smoke investigation on 


Baptist Hill Street. The department 
returned to service at 10:34 p.m. 


THREE RIVERS 
FIRE DEPT. 


The Three Rivers Fire Depart- 
ment responded to two calls from 
Jan. 28 to Feb. 1: 

On Thursday, Jan. 28, at 8 a.m., 
the department responded to an 
EMS incident on New Hampshire 
Avenue. The department returned to 
service at 8:27 a.m. 

On Monday, Feb. 1, at 4:19 
p.m., the department responded to 
an EMS incident on High Street. 
The department returned to service 
at 4:59 p.m. 


BONDSVILLE 
FIRE DEPT. 


The Bondsville Fire Depart- 
ment responded to four calls from 
Jan. 26 to Feb. 1: 

On Tuesday, Jan. 26, at 9:13 
p.m., the department responded to 
an alarm activation on Third Street. 
The department returned to service 
at 9:50 p.m. 

On Friday, Jan. 29, at 9:08 
am., the department responded 
to a call for medical assistance on 
South Main Street. The department 
returned to service at 9:18 a.m. 

On Friday, Jan. 29, at 6:12 
p.m., the department responded to a 
call for an alarm activation on Palm- 
er Street. The department returned 
to service at 6:33 p.m. 

On Saturday, Jan. 30, at 6:31 
p.m., the department responded 
to an alarm activation on Palmer 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 6:48 p.m. 


MONSON 
FIRE DEPT. 


The Monson Fire Department 
responded to eight Fire Calls and 
16 EMS calls from Jan. 25 to Jan. 
a 

On Monday, Jan. 25, at 10:33 
a.m., the department responded to 
a call for smoke in a building on 
Wilbraham Road. The department 
returned to service at 11:18 a.m. 

On Wednesday, Jan. 27, at 9:44 
a.m., the department responded to 
a carbon monoxide alarm on Cote 
Road. The department returned to 
service at 10:42 a.m. 

On Wednesday, Jan. 27, at 
12:38 p.m., the department respond- 
ed to a call for a fire alarm sounding 
on Nieske Road. The department re- 
turned to service at 1:15 p.m. 

On Thursday, Jan. 28, at 3:34 
a.m., the department responded to 
a call for a fire alarm sounding on 
Margret Street. The department re- 
turned to service at 4:59 a.m. 

On Friday, Jan. 29, at 11:34 
a.m., the department responded to 
a call for a fire alarm sounding on 
Main Street. The department re- 
turned to service at 11:58 a.m. 

On Friday, Jan. 29, at 6:59 p.m., 
the department responded to a call 
for a fire investigation on Harrison 
Avenue. The department returned to 
service at 7:51 p.m. 

On Saturday, Jan. 30, at 11:22 
a.m., the department responded to 
a call for a public service Hovey 
Road. The department returned to 
service at 12:38 p.m. 

On Sunday, Jan. 31, at 12:05 
p.m., the department responded to 
a call for smoke in the building on 
State Street. The department re- 
turned to service at 12:40 p.m. 
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IS participating as a food vendor. The 
designation would set fees that are dif- 
ferent for Brimfield-based establishment 


non-Brimfield based businesses. 


By Ellenor Downer 


Red-breasted 


In My Backyard 


pecker hole. It smears pitch 
around the entrance to the nest 
cavity to deter predators. It also 


I THE JOURNAL REGISTER 


In the Classroom 


PALMER HIGH 


PAGE 5 


Career-oriented program finds 
creative solutions 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


PALMER — Palmer High 
School’s School-to-Career Facili- 
tator Karen Anti continues to assist 
students with finding their passion, 
though she’s had to be creative 
along the way. 

Traditionally, Anti said, she 
would have around 25 students 
in the School-To Career program 
in which students earn credits for 
having an externship to learn about 
a field of work. 

“This year, because so many 
employers and students are work- 
ing remotely, that number has 
dropped tremendously,” said Anti. 

“The Director of Education 
said juniors cannot have extern- 
ships until the state of emergency 
is lifted.” 

Externships are similar to in- 
ternships but differ in several ways, 
including the cultivated partner- 
ships between schools and indus- 
try. 


To assist the students 
who couldn’t enroll in an 
externship this semester, 
Anti said she has been 
providing and creating 
course content for them. 
One of the resources Anti 
provides is Masshire Ca- 
reer Information System. 

“These are high 
school students, and 
some of them might know what 
they want to do, and others are try- 
ing to figure it out, so we’re going 
to help them through the assess- 
ment process,” Anti said. 

Another resource Anti pro- 
vides students who interested in a 
certain career are videos showing 
a day in the life of career profes- 
sionals. Some projects “help each 
individual student explore their in- 
terests,’” she said. 

“They work with me on kind 
of guiding them down the rabbit 
hole to help each individual stu- 
dents explore their areas of inter- 
est,’ Anti said. 





Karen Anti 


Students are rolling 
with the difficult times, 
she said. 

“T think most stu- 
dents understand that 
we're in a global pan- 
demic and they are hap- 
py to learn what they 
can, given the situation,” 
Anti said. 

“For many of them, 
they are applying to colleges, try- 
ing to figure out what programs 
they might want to apply for. They 
don’t have ready access to their 
school counselors and many of 
their teachers, so easily. They can’t 
get onto campus college campuses, 
so they are really left to their own 
devices.” 

Now in week two of the se- 
mester, Anti said she is still in the 
process of working with some em- 
ployees and the community to so- 
lidify placements for students. Any 
employers interested in providing 
an externship to a student can reach 
Anti at kanti@ palmerschools.org. 





90 YEARS OF SERVICE 


LUSO Federal Credit Union celebrates 
commitment to Hampden County 


LUDLOW — LUSO Federal 
Credit Union, a full-service fi- 
nancial institution with branch- 
es 1n Ludlow and Wilbraham, is 
celebrating its S5Oth anniversary 
this year. LUSO was founded in 
1971 by Joseph Dias, Jr. of Lud- 
low with $35 in assets and seven 
members. Today, it has grown 


x hee b 


Here? sa behind the ce Seeeet image 
of president and CEO Jennifer M.G. 
Calheno filming a TV ad. 


into one of the premier financial 
institutions of Hampden County 
with over $230 million in assets 
and a growing 8,300 members. 
“Over the past 50 years, 
LUSO has remained dedicated 
to serving the financial needs of 
members throughout all of Hamp- 
den County,” said Jennifer M.G. 
Calheno, president and CEO of 
LUSO Federal Credit Union for 








Hampden County. In 2007, LUSO 
moved into its current headquar- 
ters at 599 East St. in Ludlow, 
and in 2014, the second branch at 
Crane Park in Wilbraham opened 
its doors. 

This year, LUSO looks to 
celebrate its 50 years with a re- 
flection on its history, offering a 
special auto loan promotion for 
the month of February, hosting 
member and employee apprecia- 
tion days, reintroducing the mem- 
ber referral program, and sharing 
new and exciting products and 
services that will continue to bet- 
ter serve our members. LUSO’s 





Courtesy photos 
The board of directors pose for the groundbreaking of the current building 
located at 599 East Street in Ludlow. 


demic -— LUSO is constantly 
working behind the scenes in the 
ever-changing financial services 
environment to provide members 
with exceptional service and flex- 
ibility. 

“Staying in business for 50 
years iS a great accomplishment 
for any financial institution, and 
we are especially proud of our 
longstanding commitment to 
serving our members,” said Ma- 
ria F. Gomes, who has served as 
board chair of LUSO for over 30 
years. 

“At LUSO, our history and 
heritage play an important role in 


During his presentation, Olstzta also 
proposed new regulations for mobile food 
establishments, including requirements 
for permits, documentation of liability in- 
surance, sales tax registration certificate, 
and a Brimfield Fire Department inspec- 
tion. 

Olstzta also showed support for local 
farmers and presented the following for 
another proposed permit: 

The fee for Brimfield-based farms 
and others would be $25. That would be 
required for a food retailer that sells fresh 
produce, honey or jam, maple syrup, farm 
fresh eggs and mushrooms. 

Another point Olstzta brought up 
during the presentation 1s that one way to 
keep the permit costs down 1s to create a 
bylaw that prohibits an inspector from re- 
ceiving a percentage of the permit costs. 

Afterward, Selectwoman Suzanne 
Collins said the board should consult with 
the Brimfield Board of Health. 

“The Board of Health is an elected 
board,’ said Collins. 

“T don’t think the board of select- 
men should start getting into saying what 
should be permitted.” 

Olstzta countered that the select 
board is a licensing authority. Select 
board Vice Chair Paul McCarthy said 
each proposed idea needs to be explored 
and considered. 

McCarthy said the select board 
should collaborate with the board of 
health. 

“T think everybody kind of nodded 
their head and agrees to that,’ McCarthy 
said. 

“Ryan is going to be is going to pres- 
ent it to them and then come back with 
some insight and they can come into our 
meetings as well. I think that’s a perfect 
plan.” 


nuthatch and robins 

I received a call from a 
North Brookfield resident, who 
lives near Brookfield Orchards. 
She has bird feeders in her back- 
yard and a window feeder. She 
said she had more than 50 rob- 
ins in a field with a hedge of Ar- 
bor Vitae trees. She also saw a 
red-breasted nuthatch. She said 
her son lives in Sturbridge and 
he has seen red-breasted nut- 
hatches and lots of bluebirds. 

Red-breasted nuthatch 

The red-breasted nuthatch 
1S an irruptive species. Several 
people including me have seen 
one this year. It is a smaller ver- 
sion about 4-inches and differ- 
ent coloring from its cousin, the 
white-breasted nuthatch. 

As its name indicates, it 
has a rusty breast and belly. 
Its back is slate gray like the 
white-breasted. A distinguish- 
ing feature of the red-breasted 
is a white eyeline and a black 
head. The male’s cap is black 
and the females gray. Both red 
and white-breasted nuthatch- 
es have a short tail and a long 
pointed beak. The call of the 
red-breasted - “ank or enk” - is 
higher and more nasal than the 
white-breasted nuthatch. Both 
nuthatches will visit feeders. 
Nuthatches creep down tree 
trunks looking for insects. The 
female lays five to seven white 
or slightly pink eggs with brown 
speckles in a nest of rootlets, 
grasses, mosses and shredded 
bark. It uses an evacuated hole, 
birdhouse or abandoned wood- 


uses birdhouses and cavities to 
roost in as well as nest. 
Raven 

I received a letter from a 
West Brookfield resident, who 
sent a letter, as she did not have 
Internet. 

She wrote, “I want to share 
my story about a raven. All last 
summer, I heard what I thought 
was geese going over my back- 
yard crossing into the woods 
looking like maybe going to the 
wild life preserve on Wickaboag 
Valley Road.” She said the ex- 
act day this column wrote about 
a woman having a raven in her 
yard. 

She said, “My neighbor and 
I were talking outdoors when the 
raven flew over and it was at that 
moment I recalled your article. 
I got my bird book out and yes 
we have a raven. I have seen it 
many times and my neighbor 
and I call it ‘Gronk’ because of 
the very loud noise it makes. I’ve 
never seen another one flying 
even near it and one day it came 
to where I feed my crows in the 
morning and the crows were 
very unhappy.’ She also said she 
had two Carolina wrens at her 
feeder Jan. 11. 

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe- 
rience by calling me at 413- 
967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100, emailing my- 
backyard88 @ aol.com or edown- 
er@turley.com or mailing to 
Barre Gazette, PO. Box 448, 
Barre, MA 01005. 








dedicated employees, manage- 
ment team and Board of Directors 
remain all the more focused on the 
credit union’s mission to advance 
the financial health and wellness 
of its membership through ser- 
vices that best enable them to 
become financially self-sufficient 
and successful. 

From rolling out cutting-edge 
technology that allows members 
to access their LUSO accounts 
anytime, anywhere, to redefin- 
ing the in-lobby banking expe- 
rience — especially during and 
in the aftermath of a global pan- 


The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


our longevity; our original field of 
membership in Ludlow continues 
to serve as a mainstay for our cur- 
rent field of membership through- 
out all of Hampden County.” 

To learn more about the prod- 
ucts and services offered at LUSO 
Federal Credit Union, visit www. 
lusofederal.com. To speak with a 
Member Service Representative 
or Lending Specialist, call (844) 
LUSO-FCU or email info @luso- 
federal.com. 


over 25 years. 

“We are extremely proud 
to be celebrating this Golden 
Anniversary. Although our busi- 
ness certainly looks much dif- 
ferent than it did 50 years ago, 
we continue to operate under the 
same guiding principles to serve 
our members’ unique financial 
needs.” 

LUSO began in 1971 with 
the Portuguese-American Club 
in Ludlow, but expanded its char- 
ter under Calheno’s leadership to 
serve anyone who lives, works, 
worships, or attends school in 
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DEATH 
NOTICES 


Frederick J. Dileone, 92 
Died: Jan. 29, 2021 


Joanne Eleanor 

Hendricks-Baker, 58 
Died: Nov. 25, 2020 
services were private. 


Edward A. Schlesinger, 93 
Died: Jan. 24, 2021 


February 4, 2021 


The Journal Register 


OBITUARY POLICY 





Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries. 


One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name of deceased, 


date of death and funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, which allows 
families to publish extended death notice information of their 
own choice and may include a photograph. Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries should be submitted through a funeral home to: 


obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


O BITUA RIE S 
Frederick J. Dileone, 92 


PALMER — Frederick J. 
Dileone 92, passed away Jan. 29, 
2021. 

He was born in the west 
end of Boston to John and Grace 
(Mulhern) Dileone on Aug. 19, 
1928. Frederick joined the Air 
Force after high school and rose 
to the level of Staff Sergeant 
during the Korean War. Upon 
discharge, he married Patricia 
(Vasile) Dileone. 

Fred earned a degree in ac- 


counting from North- 
eastern University 
while raising sons 
John (deceased) and 
Frederick. The family 
moved to Waltham and 
he started a new job 
with Internal Revenue 
Service. Seventeen 
years ago, he moved to 
Palmer to live with his 
son Frederick after the death of 
his wife, Patricia. 








Besides his son, 
Fred is survived by 
his sisters, Gloria and 
Fran; his grandsons, 
Jonathan and _ Eric; 
and many loving niec- 
es and nephews. 

Beers & Story 
Palmer Funeral Home 
has been entrusted 
with the  arrange- 
ments. For details, visit beer- 
sandstory.com. 


Joanne Eleanor Hendricks-Baker, 58 


PALMER — Mrs. Hen- 
dricks-Baker passed away on 
Wednesday, Nov. 25, 2020. She 
was 58. 

Born Dec. 31, 1961, in 
Bradford, UK, (a borough of 
Yorkshire, England), Joanne 
was raised in Jamaica, West In- 
dies and immigrated to New 
York City in 1980. She moved to 
Spring Valley, N.Y., and lived out 
the rest of her days alongside her 
husband Osbert Baker in Palmer. 

Joanne was a champion 
of education and held several 
degrees, including a Juris Doc- 
torate from the Elisabeth Haub 
School of Law at Pace Univer- 
sity. While education was a pas- 
sion of Joanne’s, she was gifted 


TX GOT 


i ccnacnpent 


in hospitality and left a legacy of 
serving others. 

Joanne was a mentor to 
young women, an executive in 
the corporate insurance field, 
and a faithful member of the 
Spring Valley United Methodist 
Church, where she served for 
several years earning the distinc- 
tion of Women of the Year multi- 
ple times. Joanne was a woman 
who desired no recognition for 
her accomplishments and lived 
her life as if everything she did 
was for an audience of one — in 
service to Jesus. 

She exemplified strength, 
dignity and honor, touching 
many lives with her sense of hu- 
mor, boldness, generosity, and 
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philanthropy. 

Survivors are her husband, 
Osbert Baker; her children, Jen- 
dayi Pinnock, Jelani Pinnock 
and Akil Pinnock; her daughter- 
in-law, Niasia Pinnock; and her 
grandchildren, Atarah Pinnock, 
Asher Anderson, Amalya Pin- 
nock and Aaron Pinnock. She 
also leaves behind many sib- 
lings, nieces, nephews, and dear 
loved ones. 

She was preceded in death 
by her father, Robert Hendricks, 
and mother, Teda White. 

Joanne’s final resting place 
is Kensico Cemetery in White 
Plains, N.Y. 
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Edward A. Schlesinger, 93 


PALMER — Edward A. 
Schlesinger, 93, passed away 
Jan. 24, 2021, at St. Elizabeth’s 
Medical Center in Boston. 

He was born July 20, 1927, 
in Easthampton to the late 
Edward and Delia (Calahan) 
Schlesinger. Edward proudly 
served his country in the U.S. 
Navy during World War II and in 
the U.S. Army during the Korean 
War. He was a parishioner of St. 
Thomas the Apostle Church and 
a member of both Knights of Co- 
lumbus and the Palmer Histori- 
cal Society. 

In his leisure, Edward en- 
joyed coin and stamp collecting, 
playing bridge with his friends, 


and woodworking. 
Besides his parents, 
Edward was _prede- 
ceased by his beloved 
wife, Regina (Marier) 
Schlesinger, in 2020. 
He will be forever 
missed by his children, 
Sandra Kennison, 
Lynn Butler, Mark 
Schlesinger, and Paul 
Schlesinger. He also leaves his 
grandchildren, Kyle and Kara 
Schlesinger, Heather Diaz, Tyler 
Lang and Kristy Rice; as well as 
great-grandchildren, Elise and 
Xavier Diaz and Derek Rice. 

A walk through visitation 
was held Friday, Jan. 29. A Fu- 





neral Mass was held 
on Saturday, Jan. 30 
at St. Thomas. Ed- 
ward’s burial will be 
scheduled later in the 
Spring. 

For anyone who 
was unable to attend 
and wishes to view 


Edward’s record- 

ed virtual services, 
go to client.tribucast.com/ 
tcid/30249942. 


Donations in  Edward’s 
memory can be made to the 
Knights of Columbus by visiting 
kofc.org. For more information 
or to sign the online guest book, 
visit beersandstory.com. 


Phlebotomy for Healthcare Workers 
class at STCC starts Feb. 8 


SPRINGFIELD — Springfield 
Technical Community College 
will offer 60-hour training for 
healthcare workers who want to 
become a certified phlebotomist. 

The class, open to anyone li- 
censed in various medical fields in 
the Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts, runs Feb. 8 through March 
2, with the exam offered on March 
5. Class hours are 9 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. Labs for the course will be 
held in person on the STCC cam- 
pus. All students must wear masks 
and adhere to STCC COVID-19 
procedures. 

The noncredit course, offered 
through the Workforce Develop- 
ment Center at STCC, prepares 
students to take the exam to be- 
come a certified phlebotomist in 
Massachusetts. The class is de- 


signed to teach workers in certi- 
fied healthcare positions to draw 





blood for diagnostic procedures. 

Anyone interested in taking 
the class should have a current 
healthcare certification in at least 
one of the following healthcare 
roles (those with certification in 
other healthcare fields not listed 
below may be eligible): 

Certified Nursing Assistant 
(CNA) 

Emergency Medical Techni- 


cian (EMT) 

Patient Care ‘Technician 
(PCT) 

Certified Medical Assistant 
(CMA) 

Licensed Practical Nurse 
(LPN) 

Certified Electrocardiogram 
Technician (CET) 

Certified Dental Assistant 
(CDA) 

Instructor Stacey  Richters 


said the intensive course is a fast 


program that allows workers to 
get the training they need to bring 
their career to the next level. She 
said many of her students work as 
CNAs and get job offers even be- 
fore they are certified. 

“This training will open the 
door to higher pay,’ Richters said. 

Certified phlebotomists can 
work in emergency rooms, in 
clinics, doctor’s offices and blood 
mobiles, among other healthcare 
venues. The fee for the class in- 
cludes the National Healthcare 
Association Exam. 

To enroll online and learn 
more about this course, visit www. 
stcc.edu/wdc/healthcare and click 
on the “Phlebotomy Certification 
for Healthcare Workers” link. 

For more information, con- 
tact the Workforce Development 
Center at (413) 755-4225 or email 
wdc @stcc.edu. 





Restaurant Special 


We would like to offer our local restaurants a special to advertise 
and let your patrons know you are open for business. 
TAKEOUT OR DINE-IN! 


per week*/per paper 





ruler of the universe 

38. They __ 

40. Caused severe 
damage 

41. Work done under 
harsh conditions for 
no pay 

42. One point east of due 
south 

43. Sea eagles 

44. Drenched 


tortillas 

5. Popular comic strip 
character 

6. Distinct form of a 
plant 

7. Replenishment 

8. Has its own altar 

9, Expedition to see 
animals 

10. Group of related 
organisms 


12. Rice dish 

14. A team’s best 
pitcher 

15. Strong and healthy 

16. Induces 

18. Popular manga 
series 

19. From a distance 

20. Split 

21. Consumed 

22. Cushions 


46. Subdivision of an 
army 

47. Having many 
different forms 

49. Shellfish 

50. Latin for hail 

51. Between sixth and 
seventh 

56. Maori war dance 

57. Precious or 
semiprecious stone 








dimensions 4.75"w X 8"h 





ABC Pizza 
Open for Takeout/Dine-In 
100 Main Street 


*Ad must run for 4 weeks between 
Jan. 27, 2021 thru March 26, 2021 


413-123-4567 


Hamburger Place 


Advertisement will also include FREE 
Restaurant Listing in all 12 weekly papers in 
our Open For Business Directory that will run 







: : Open for Takeout Only 
23. All over 08. Teeter totter 11. His and __ 45. State capital 
26. One who provides 59. Deity 13. Frenetically 47. Italian city EVERY week until March 26, 2021. 200 Main Street 
food 60.A major division of 17. Small integer 48. Sweetheart (archaic) Hours 


Call Your Advertising Representative TODAY 
DON'T MISS OUT! 


e 413.283.8393 ¢ 24 WATER ST., PALMER, MA 


30. St. Girl, brand 
of beer 61. Fishing net 

31. Walking slowly 62. Small Caribbean 

32. Wood bird 

33. Semitic gods 63. Field force unit 

34. Bugle 64. Japanese beverage 


geological time 24. Unit of energy 49. Brief talk 

25. studies of culture 52. Popular disco group: 
26. Taxi Bee 

2/7. Doctors’ group 53. First Chinese dynasty 
28.Don’tknow when 04. Military vehicle 


yet 55. Chinese Moslem 


413-123-4567 
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Wales 
Conservation Commission 
Notice of Public Hearing 

The Wales Conservation 
Commission will hold a 
public hearing for tree cut- 
ting submitted by Leonard 
Montemerlo for trees locat- 
ed at 39 Fountain Road, 
Wales, MA. The VIRTUAL 
MEETING will be held on 
Thursday, February 18, 
2021 at 6 p.m. 

For access by comput- 
er, tablet, or smartphone 
go to: https://gotomeet.me/ 
Walesfire/concomm 

Dial up by phone: 
United States+1 (646) 749- 
st12 

Access code: 487-223- 
493 


02/04/2021 


LEGAL NOTICE 
MONSON 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 

Under the require- 
ments of M.G.L. Chapt. 
131, s.40, the Monson 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hearing 
on Wednesday, February 
10, 2021 at 7:35 P.M. 
REMOTELY. Under con- 
sideration is a Notice of 
Intent for the construc- 
tion/replacement of a dock 
within a buffer zone and 
inland resource area at 102 
Lakeside Dr Map 75, Lot 4. 
Property owner Angelique 
Peloquin filed the request. 

Login: https://zoom.us/ 
j/93461517169?pwd=SU- 
JwR3IZbHAyZzdGTOZQe- 
FlwWRXVTZz09 

Dial: 1.646.558.8656 

Meeting ID: 934 6151 
7169 

Password: 878803 

Monson 

Conservation Commission 

02/04/2021 


LEGAL NOTICE 
MONSON 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 

Under the require- 
ments of M.G.L. Chapt. 
131, s.40, the Monson 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hearing 
on Wednesday, February 
10, 2021 at 7:20 P.M. 
REMOTELY. Under consid- 
eration is a Notice of Intent 
for proposed earth removal 
within a buffer zone at 149 
Stafford Rd. Map 101, Lot 
2. Property owner Ronald 
Florek filed the request. 

Login: https://zoom.us/ 
j/93461517169?pwd=SU- 
JwR3IZbDHAyZzdGTOZQe- 
FlwRXVTZz09 

Dial: 1.646.558.8656 

Meeting ID: 934 6151 
7169 

Password: 878803 

Monson 

Conservation Commission 

02/04/2021 


COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 
THE TRIAL COURT 
HAMPDEN, Div. 
Probate and Family 
Court Dept. 
HD20E0021PP 

To Brack T. Anderson of 
Worcester, in the County of 
Worcester, and to all other 
persons interested. 

A petition has been 
presented to said Court by 
Kathryn King of Ludlow, 
Mary T Grasso of Agawam, 
John Lech of Palmer, all in 
the County of Hampden, 
Matthew Lech of Concord, 
in the County of Middlesex, 
Heather Lech of Spencer, 
in the County of Worcester, 
and Mark Lech of Old 
Town, Maine and Patricia 
Lech-Ross of Sonthofen, 
Germany, representing 
that they hold as tenants in 
common an undivided part 
or share of land lying in 
Thorndike, in the County 
of Hampden, setting forth 
that they desire that all of 
said land may be sold at 
private sale or public auc- 
tion for not less than One 
Hundred Fifteen Thousand 
($115,000.00) Dollars, and 


praying that partition may 
be made of all the land 
aforesaid according to law, 
and to that end that a com- 
missioner be appointed to 
make such partition and be 
ordered to make sale and 
conveyance of all, or any 
part of said land which the 
Court finds cannot be advan- 
tageously divided either at 
private sale or public auc- 
tion, and be ordered to 
distribute the net proceeds 
thereof after full adjudica- 
tion of the equitable claims 
contained in said petition 
and supplemental memoran- 
dum filed with the Court. 

If you desire to object 
thereto you or your attor- 
ney should file a written 
appearance in said Court 
at Springfield before ten 
o’clock in the forenoon on 
the twenty-third day of 
March, 2021, the return day 
of this citation. 

Witness, BARBARA M. 
HYLAND, Esquire, First 
Justice of said Court, this 
twelfth day of January, 2021 

Rosemary Saccomani 
Register of Probate & 
Family Court 

02/04, 02/11, 02/18/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD20P2120PM 
In the matter of: 
Eileen C Benoit 
Of: Palmer, MA 
RESPONDENT 
(Person to be 
Protected/Minor) 
CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR APPOINTMENT 
OF CONSERVATOR OR 
OTHER PROTECTIVE 
ORDER PURSUANT TO 
G.L. c. 190B, 
§5-304 & §5-405 

To the named Respond- 
ent and all other interested 
persons, a petition has been 
filed by Sheila A LaBarre 
of Palmer, MA in the above 
captioned matter alleging 
that Eileen C Benoit is in 
need of a Conservator or 
other protective order and 
requesting that Sheila A 
LaBarre of Palmer, MA (or 
some other suitable person) 
be appointed as Conservator 
to serve With Surety on the 
bond. 

The petition asks the 
court to determine that the 
Respondent is disabled, that 
a protective order or appoint- 
ment of a Conservator is nec- 
essary, and that the proposed 
conservator is appropriate. 
The petition is on file with 
this court. 

You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written appearance at this 
court on or-before 10:00 
A.M. on the return date of 
(2/24/2021. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to 
file the written appearance 
if you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the written 
appearance by the return 
date, action may be taken in 
this matter without further 
notice to you. In addition to 
filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written affidavit stating 
the specific facts and grounds 
of your objection within 30 
days after the return date. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

The outcome of this pro- 
ceeding may limit or com- 
pletely take away the above- 
named person’s right to make 
decisions about personal 
affairs or financial affairs or 
both. The above-named per- 
son has the right to ask for a 
lawyer. Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If the 
above-named person cannot 
afford a lawyer, one may be 
appointed at State expense. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 


Date: January 27, 2021 
Rosemary Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
02/04/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD21P0132EA 
Estate of: 
Royal T Moore 
Date of Death: 12/29/2020 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 

To all interested persons: 

A Petition for Formal 
Adjudication of Intestacy 
and Appointment of 
Personal Representative 
has been filed by Robert D 
Moore, Sr. of Springfield, 
MA requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the 
Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Robert D Moore, 
Sr. of Springfield, MA 
be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said est- 
ate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in an unsuper- 
vised administration. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed- 
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
03/02/2021. 

This is NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ- 
ten appearance and objection 
if you object to this pro- 
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an Affidavit of Objections 
within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Represent- 
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required 
to file an inventory or annu- 
al accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in the 
estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may peti- 
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ- 
ing the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administra- 
tion. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: January 26, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
02/04/2021 


LEGAL NOTICE 
MONSON 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 

Under the require- 
ments of M.G.L. Chapt. 
131, s.40, the Monson 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hearing 
on Wednesday, February 
10, 2021 at 7:05 P.M. 
REMOTELY. Under con- 
sideration is a Notice of 
Intent for the construction 
of a single family home 
within a wetland buffer zone 
at Map 132, Lot 1, Munn 
Rd. Property owner Leif 
Ronaldson filed the request. 

Login: https://zoom.us/ 
j/93461517169?pwd=SU- 
JwR3IZbDHAyZzdGTOZQe- 
FIlWRXVTZz09 

Dial: 1.646.558.8656 

Meeting ID: 934 6151 
7169 

Password: 878803 

Monson 


Conservation Commission 
02/04/2021 


LEGAL NOTICE 
MORTGAGEE’S 
SALE OF REAL ESTATE 

By virtue of and in execu- 
tion of the Power of Sale con- 
tained in a certain mortgage 
given by David J. Pelletier 
and Judith L. Pelletier to 
Option One Mortgage 
Corporation, dated April 
20, 2001 and recorded in 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 11598, 
Page 79 (the “Mortgage”’) 
of which mortgage Wells 
Fargo Bank, N.A. as Trustee 
for Option One Mortgage 
Loan Trust 2001-B, Asset- 
Backed Certificates, Series 
2001-B is the present hold- 
er by Assignment from 
Option One Mortgage 
Corporation to Wells Fargo 
Bank, N.A. as Trustee for 
Option One Mortgage Loan 
Trust 2001-B, Asset-Backed 
Certificates, Series 2001-B 
dated September 8, 2005 and 
recorded at said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 16152, Page 
353, for breach of conditions 
of said mortgage and for the 
purpose of foreclosing the 
same, the mortgaged prem- 
ises located at 31 East Hill 
Road, Monson, MA 01057 
will be sold at a Public 
Auction at 11:00 AM on 
February 18, 2021, at the 
mortgaged premises, more 
particularly described below, 
all and singular the premises 
described in said mortgage, 
to wit: 

The land together with 
the buildings thereon situat- 
ed in Monson, said Hampden 
County, Massachusetts, being 
known and designated at Lot 
#2 (two) as shown on a plan 
entitled “Property Survey for 
Abel Gomes,” dated January 
12, 1974, and recorded in 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds in Book of Plans 
149, Pages 116 and 117, said 
lot being more particularly 
bounded and described as 
follows: 

SOUTHEASTERLY 
by the northwesterly side of 
East Hill Road as shown on 
said plan, (two hundred (200) 
cet, 

SOUTHWESTERLY 
by the northeasterly side 
of an unnamed side of an 
unnamed street, as shown 
on said plan, three hundred 
(300) feet: 

NORTHWESTERLY 
by the southeasterly side of 
Lot #13 (thirteen) as shown 
on said plan, two hundred ten 
and 21/100 (210.21) feet; and 

NORTHEASTERLY 
by the southwesterly side of 
Lot #1 (one) as shown on 
said plan, three hundred for- 
ty-six and 33/100 (346.33) 
icet. 

Containing 67,316 square 
feet, more or less. 

BEING the same prem- 
ise conveyed to mortgagors 
herein by deed of David 
J. Salzarulo and Julie A. 
Salzarulo and recorded in the 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds immediately prior 
herewith. 

For mortgagor’s title 
see deed recorded with the 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 11598, Page 
77. See also deed recorded in 
Said Deeds in Book 15896, 
Page 231. 

The premises will be sold 
subject to any and all unpaid 
taxes and other municipal 
assessments and liens, and 
subject to prior liens or other 
enforceable encumbrances of 
record entitled to precedence 
over this mortgage, and sub- 
ject to and with the benefit 
of all easements, restrictions, 
reservations and conditions 
of record and subject to all 
tenancies and/or rights of par- 
ties in possession. 

Terms of the Sale: 
Cashier’s or certified check 
in the sum of $5,000.00 as 
a deposit must be shown at 
the time and place of the sale 
in order to qualify as a bid- 
der (the mortgage holder and 
its designee(s) are exempt 
from this requirement); 
high bidder to sign written 


Memorandum of Sale upon 
acceptance of bid; balance 
of purchase price payable by 
certified check in thirty (30) 
days from the date of the sale 
at the offices of mortgagee’s 
attorney, Korde & Associates, 
P.C., 900 Chelmsford Street, 
Suite 3102, Lowell, MA 
01851 or such other time as 
may be designated by mort- 
gagee. The description for 
the premises contained in 
said mortgage shall control in 
the event of a typographical 
error in this publication. 
Other terms to be 
announced at the sale. 
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. 
as Trustee for Option One 
Mortgage Loan Trust 2001- 
B, Asset-Backed Certificates, 
Series 2001-B 
Korde & Associates, P.C. 
900 Chelmsford Street 
Suite 3102 
Lowell, MA 01851 
(978) 256-1500 
Pelletier, David J., 16-027052 
01/28, 02/04, 02/11/2021 


COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS 
(SEAL) 

LAND COURT 
DEPARTMENT OF THE 
TRIAL COURT 
Docket 19 SM 005880 
ORDER OF NOTICE 

TO: 

Heirs, Devisees and 
Legal Representatives of 
the Estate of Thomas K. 
Tighe; Kathleen M Tighe; 
Joseph K Tighe; Thomas 
A. Tighe 

and to all persons enti- 
tled to the benefit of the 
Servicemembers Civil 
Relief Act:, 50 U.S.C.c. 50 
§3901 (et seq): 

U.S. Bank National 
Association, as Trustee, 
for Residential Asset 
Securities Corporation, 
Home Equity Mortgage 
Asset-Backed Pass- 
Through Certificates, 
Series 2006-EMX4, 

claiming to have an inter- 
est in a Mortgage covering 
real property in Monson, 
numbered 84 Bethany 
Road, given by Thomas 
K. Tighe to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. as nominee 
for Mortgage Lenders 
Network USA, Inc., its suc- 
cessors and assigns, dated 
September 23, 2005, and 
recorded in Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds 
in Book 15373, Page 409, 
as affected by a Loan 
Modification dated July 
10, 2017, and recorded 
in Said Registry of Deeds 
in Book 21772, Page 247, 
and now held by plaintiff 
by assignment, has/have 
filed with this court a com- 
plaint for determination of 
Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status. 

If you now are, or 
recently have been, in 
the active military ser- 
vice of the United States 
of America, then you may 
be entitled to the bene- 
fits of the Servicemembers 
Civil Relief Act. If you 
object to a foreclosure of 
the above-mentioned prop- 
erty on that basis, then 
you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance 
and answer in this court at 
Three Pemberton Square, 
Boston, MA 02108 on or 
before February 15, 2021 
or you may lose the opportu- 
nity to challenge the foreclo- 
sure on the ground of non- 
compliance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. 
PIPER Chief Justice of this 
Court on January 6, 2021 

Attest: 

Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 

(19-007818 Orlans) 
02/04/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 


PUBLIC NOTIC 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all 
notices to 


notices@turley.com 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Docket No. HD21A0005AD 
In the matter of: 
Annamaria Elizabeth 
Traniello 
CITATION 
G.L. c. 210, § 6 

To: any unnamed or 
unknown parent and per- 
sons interested in a petition 
for the adoption of said child 
and to the Department of 
Children and Families of said 
Commonwealth. 

A petition has been pre- 
sented to said court by: 

Kevin Campbell of 
Wales, MA 

Susan Traniello of 
Wales, MA 

requesting for leave to 
adopt said child and that the 
name of the child be changed 
to 

Annamaria Elizabeth 

Campbell 

If you object to this 
adoption you are entitled 
to the appointment of an 
attorney if you are an indi- 
gent person. An indigent per- 
son is defined by SJC Rule 
3:10. The definition includes 
but is not limited to persons 
receiving TAFDC, EACDC, 
poverty related veteran’s 
benefits, Medicaid, and SSI. 
The Court will determine 
if you are indigent. Contact 
an Assistant Judicial Case 
Manager or Adoption Clerk 
of the Court on or before the 
date listed below to obtain the 
necessary forms. 

IF YOU DESIRE TO 
OBJECT THERETO, YOU 
OR YOUR ATTORNEY 
MUST FILE A WRITTEN 
APPEARANCE IN SAID 
COURT AT: Springfield 
ON OR BEFORE TEN 
O’CLOCK IN THE 
MORNING (10:00 AM) ON: 
(2/19/2021 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: January 26, 2021 
Rosemary Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
02/04/2021 


TOWN OF PALMER 
INVITATION FOR BIDS 
FY2021 CHEMICALS 
AND SUPPLIES 
PALMER WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT PLANT 
BID#2021-01 

The Town Manager 
will accept sealed bids 
for CHEMICALS and 
SUPPLIES for the Palmer 
Wastewater Treatment 
Plant for the period of 
July 1, 2018- June 30, 
2019. Specifications can 
be obtained from the 
Town Manager’s Office, 
Town Administration 
Building, 4417 Main St. 
Palmer (Thorndike) MA 
01069, Monday- Thursday, 
9:00AM-4:30PM or digital- 
ly by emailing cblanchard@ 
townofpalmer.com. 

Bids will be accepted 
until February 25, 2021 
at 2:00PM, at the Town 
Manager’s Office at which 
time they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud. A 5% 
bid bond must be included 
with the Invitation to Bid. 

All bids must be marked 
“FY2022 Chemicals 
and Supplies- Palmer 
Wastewater Treatment 
Plant”. This is a one year 
contract with the option for 
renewal for two (1) year peri- 
ods at the sole discretion of 
the Town of Palmer. 

The Town Manager 
reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids in the best 
interest of the Town of 
Palmer. 

Ryan McNutt 
Town Manager 
02/04, 02/11/2021 


TOWN OF PALMER 
REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSAL 
SLUDGE REMOVAL 
WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT PLANT 
Bid #2021-02 

The Town Manager will 
accept sealed proposals for 
Sludge removal at the Palmer 
Wastewater Treatment 
Plant. Specifications may 
be obtained at the Town 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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Manager’s Office, Palmer 
Town Building, 4417 Main 
St., Palmer (Thorndike), MA 
01069, Monday through 
Thursday, 9:00 AM to 4:00 
PM. 

Proposals will be accept- 
ed until February 25, 2021 
at 2:00 PM at the Town 
Manager’s Office at 4417 
Main St., Palmer, MA 
01069. All proposals must be 
marked “Sludge Removal— 
Palmer Wastewater Treatment 
Plant” and must include sepa- 
rate “price” and “non-price” 
proposals. A 5% bid bond 


must accompany the propos- 
als. 

The Town Manager 
reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids in the best 
interest of the Town of 
Palmer. 

Ryan McNutt 
Town Manager 
Town of Palmer 
02/04, 02/11/2021 
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ed people. 


“When we receive more information, such as 
available times and locations, a staff member will 
reach out to you with the information,’ McCool 


said. 


“We will also assist with setting up an appoint- 
ment if necessary,” a town statement says. “If you 
are under the age of 65, please standby for further 
information when it becomes available.” 

“Tt’s nothing that I ever thought of in my years 
as a health inspector. We plan for it with emergency 
preparedness meetings, and you plan for various in- 
cidents for the most part, but it’s been challenging 
for sure,” McCool said of the ongoing pandemic 

“But we’re getting there. It’s been a long, long 


road this past year.” 


Her advice for residents: 
“Just hang in there and be vigilant. We’ll get 


through this.” 


Monson Town Administrator Evan Brassard 
said McCool has worked “tirelessly” for the com- 
munity over the past year. 

“T can tell you that there is no other person I 
would want to try to navigate a pandemic with than 
Lorri McCool,” Brassard said. 

“She is a fantastic public servant who works 
tirelessly for public health.” 

And after more than 30 years working in Mon- 
son, Hampden, and Wilbraham, McCool confirmed 
that she will be retiring tentatively around August. 
The town is exploring a regional model of poten- 
tially sharing the health agent position with Wilbra- 
ham, Longmeadow, and Hampden. 

“They’re looking at that right now to see what’s 
best moving forward,” she added. 

The Monson Health Department is also respon- 
sible for: Overseeing and monitoring the town-wide 
trash program; health inspections; communicable 
diseases; emergency preparedness; 

food safety; outdoor wood-burning units; to- 
bacco control, and more. For more information, 
visit monson-ma.gov/board-health. 


® La Cucina di Hampden House 
1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA 
413-566-8324 
www.lacucinahampden.com 
CURRENT HOURS: Mon-Thurs 3-8pm; 
Sat 2-9pm; Sun 2-8pm 
Lounge open & pizza available 7 days 


© Route 20 Bar & Grille 
2341 Boston Road (The Wilbraham Shops) 


Wilbraham, MA 
413-279-2020 


www.route20barandgrille.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Lunch: Thurs-Sat starting at 
11:30am; Dinner: Tues-Thurs 4-9pm; 

Fri & Sat 4-10pm; Sunday 11:30am-7:00pm; 
sunday Brunch 11:30am-2:30pm 


® Donovan's Irish Pub 
Eastfield Mall, 1655 Boston Road, Springfield, MA 


413-543-0791 


Wwww.donovanspub.com 
CURRENT HOURS: Thurs-Sat 11am-9pm:; 
sun Yam-7pm; Sunday breakfast 9am - noon 


@ Venice Pizza & Grill 
2341 Boston Road, The Wilbraham Shops 


Wilbraham, MA 
413-540-8080 


www.venicepizzagrill.com 
OPEN: Tues-Thurs 10:45am-9:30pm 
Fri & Sat 10:45am -10pm; Sun 11am-9pm 


Closed Monday 
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Big Y announces third generation D'Amour 
family appointments 


SPRINGFIELD - 
The Board of Directors 
of Big Y Foods, Inc. has 
announced the promotion 
of the following third gen- 
eration D’Amour family 
members. 

Colin M. D’ Amour 
has been named _ senior 
director of Big Y Ex- 
press Gas & Convenience 
Stores division and 
Christian P. D’ Amour is 
director of e-commerce. 
Both appointments 

represent new and 
expanding divisions 
within the company. 
Both D’Amours report 
to Richard D. Bossie, 
senior vice president of 
operations and customer 
experience. 

Colin’s responsi- 
bilities include oversight of store 
operations, site selection, site ac- 
quisition and day-to-day respon- 
sibility for product procurement 
including fuel for this division. 
Currently, there are 12 Big Y Ex- 
press locations with four more 
planned for the coming year. 

Previously, Colin D’Amour 
served as senior manager of pro- 
curement within Big Y’s Real 
Estate and Development Team as 
well as serving a member of the 
Real Estate Committee, where he 
remains involved in evaluating via- 
ble expansion opportunities across 
all operating formats including Big 
Y World Class Markets, Big Y Ex- 
press Gas and Convenience Stores, 
Fresh Acres Specialty Foods, and 
Table & Vine Fine Wines & Spirits. 
In addition, he oversees multiple 
programs and initiatives with Top- 
co Associates, a Chicago-based, 





Colin M. D’Amour 





Christian P. D’Amour 


member-owned coopera- 
tive that provides aggre- 
gation, innovation and 
knowledge management 
solutions for its food in- 
dustry member owners. 
He began working 
as a service clerk at Big 
Y Supermarkets in 1998 
at the age of 14. From 
there, he held several 
positions including pro- 
duce clerk, warehouse 
selector, construction/ 
remodel store projects 
coordinator and com- 
pleted Big Y’s Super- 
market 101 training pro- 
gram. 

In 2007, he ac- 
cepted a commission 
with the United States 
Marine Corps as_ sec- 
ond lieutenant where 

he served with distinction, ulti- 
mately earning the rank of cap- 
tain. In 2010, he was deployed to 
Helmand, Afghanistan in support 
of Operation Enduring Freedom. 
While serving in the United Stated 
Marine Corps, he was both a pur- 
chasing officer and a construction 
manager in support of the Afghan 
National Security Forces through- 
out his area of operations. He was 
actively involved with project pri- 
oritization, scope identification, 
project bidding and evaluation. 

In 2014, he left active duty in 
the Marines and returned to Big Y 
by entering into their store director 
training program. One year later, 
he was appointed assistant store 
director in their Great Barrington 
market. By 2016, he was promot- 
ed to store director in Pittsfield and 
later Lee before being selected as 
a corporate center store sales man- 


ager until 2019. 

A graduate of Boston College, 
he holds personal decorations from 
his military service including both 
the Navy and Marine Corps Com- 
mendation and Achievement Med- 
als. He and his wife, Sharee have 
four children. 

Christian 1s responsible for 
Big Y’s e-Commerce platform. 
This platform currently includes 
relationships with Instacart for 
grocery home deliveries and Door- 
Dash for prepared meal home de- 
liveries. 

In addition to these services, 
he will be launching Big Y’s MyP- 
icks Online ordering. With MyP- 
icks, customers will be able to or- 
der their groceries online for easy 
curbside pickup at the store of their 
choice or for home delivery. MyP- 
icks will utilize a fully automated 
grocery fulfillment center attached 
to the Chicopee Big Y World Class 
Market. Using state-of-the-art ro- 
botics, this 12,000 square foot cen- 
ter can quickly and safely select 
up to 7,000 online orders a day for 
delivery to customers. 

Like his brother, Colin, Chris- 
tian D’Amour began his career at 
Big Y at the age of 14 as a service 
clerk. After college, he was a sales 
and marketing representative for an 
insurance company based in Provi- 
dence, R.I. He re-joined Big Y as a 
store director trainee in 2014. One 
year later, he was appointed assis- 
tant store director in their Wilbra- 
ham World Class Market. In 2016, 
he was promoted to store director 
in Southampton. 

He next went on to manage 
their Wilbraham market before 
being tapped as store manager at 
Table & Vine’s flagship location 
in West Springfield. In 2019, he 


was appointed a district sales and 
merchandising mentor for Big 
Y’s supermarket 15-store district 
within Hampden, Hampshire, 
Franklin and Berkshire counties 
of Massachusetts. In this role, 
he was responsible for all sales, 
merchandising and store team de- 
velopment across all departments. 
He also continued to oversee the 
operations of the company’s Table 
& Vine flagship store. 

Christian D-Amour holds a 
bachelor’s degree from St. MuI- 
chael’s college in Vermont and 
spent a semester studying at The 
National University of Ireland 
at Galway. He and his wife, Ol- 
ivia, have three children. Colin 
and Christian represent two of 
six third- generation D’ Amour 
family members, who are active- 
ly involved in the company. They 
are grandsons of Big Y co-found- 
er, Gerald E. D’Amour and sons 
of president and CEO, Charles L. 
D’ Amour. 

Big Y Foods, Inc. is one of 
the largest independently-owned 
supermarket chains in New En- 
gland. Big Y operates 85 loca- 
tions throughout Massachusetts 
and Connecticut including 71 su- 
permarkets, Fresh Acres Market, 
Table & Vine Fine Wines and Li- 
quors and 12 Big Y Express gas 
and convenience locations with 
almost 12,000 employees. Big Y 
has been recognized by Forbes as 
a Best-in-State Employer in Mas- 
sachusetts and Connecticut, as 
well as 2018 Employer of Choice 
by the Employers Association of 
the Northeast. It was founded in 
1936 by brothers Paul and Gerald 
D’ Amour in Chicopee. 
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Colin Doktor 
Palmer High School 


olin Doktor is one of several Palm- 
er players still waiting to take the 

court for the Pioneers this season. 
To nominate someone for Athlete of the 
Week, contact Managing Sports Editor 
Gregory A. Scibelli at 413-283-8393 ext. 
258 or send an e-mail to gscibelli@turley. 
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Mou LION Cares 


Insurance Agency Inc About Your 
HOME-AUTO-BUSINESS-LIFE Family 


CONGRATULATIONS 
ATHLETE! 


Very Competitive Rates ¢ Experienced Professional Staff 
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate ¢ On-site Registry Processing 


143 West Street 
Ware, MA 01082 


45 North Main Street 
Belchertown, MA 01007 


www.moultoninsurance.com 
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Editor’s note: Due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, events featured in the Journal 
Register, including those previewed in Sto- 
ries, briefs and on the calendar page, may 
be canceled with little notice. The Journal 
Register encourages readers to contact 
event coordinators and organizers for up- 
dated event times. Have an event to pro- 
mote? Email the information (in a Word 
doc or as email text — no PDFs, please — to 
mharrison@ turley.com. 


NOW 

VALENTINE RAFFLE: The Friends 
of the Monson Free Library is holding an 
online raffle to benefit library programs and 
the purchase of museum passes. Members 
of the Friends have donated seven items for 
this fund raiser, including two gift certifi- 
cates for local restaurants worth $100 each, 
a $60 gift certificate for Full Circle Skin 
Care and Massage Therapy in Monson, a 
handmade woolen shawl in shades of white 
and trimmed in red, a hand-beaded valen- 
tine heart necklace, a hand-beaded necklace 
and bracelet set and a large basket filled 
with wine and chocolate just in time for a 
sweet Valentine celebration. Tickets are $1 
each or 15 for $10. Orders must be placed 
by Friday, Feb. 5. Receipts will be sent via 


e-mail. The drawing will be held Feb. 10 
at the Friends monthly meeting via Zoom. 
For an order form or photos of the items, 
contact Denise Newland at friends.monson- 
freelibrary @ gmail.com. 


MUSIC LESSONS, YOGA AND 
MORE: Just because days are short, and 
the thermometer reads cold doesn’t mean 
there’s nothing to do. Hitchcock Academy 
constantly works with instructors to offer 
options to its community members. Look 
for upcoming classes in yoga, tai chi, med- 
itation, and fencing. Hitchcock Academy 
follows all current COVID guidelines for 
cleaning and social distancing and anyone 
using the facility must wear a mask. 

All information regarding current class 
offerings, events, and registration are avail- 
able at hitchcockacademy.org. 


FREE FOOD PROGRAM: The Mas- 
sachusetts Military Support Foundation 
has found a way to get food to families that 
need it. The Farmers to Families program, 
set up by the U.S. Department of Agricul- 
ture, is part of a Coronavirus Food Assis- 
tance Program that help people all over the 
nation and has a site in Springfield open to 
all residents. The program will supply food 
kits with fresh fruits and vegetables, dairy 
products and meat products that distributes 
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February 24 through February 27, 2021 
9:00 AM — 5:00 PM 


VIA 
zoom 


Hypnosis is a powerful tool for healing, growth and transformation. 
This program offers professional training in the basics of becoming a certified 
hypnotist through the National Guild of Hypnotists. Each class consists of lecture 
and discussion, demonstrations, as well as practice sessions where students 
experience the power of these techniques and processes through working 
with each other, both as client and facilitator. 


For more complete curriculum information as well as class description 
and modules please visit our website alignhypnosis.com 


$2500 prepaid 


(book by February 10 and discounted price is $2000.00) 
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package into family-sized boxes. You can 
register for your food kit at mmsfi.org. 
On the website choose “Springfield, Ma” 
as your pick up site and sign-up. Register 
for one week or all four with easy one time 
registration. Food kit includes fresh dairy, 
protein, and produce totaling 30+ pounds 
of food. Military families are encouraged to 
sign-up but registration is open to the pub- 


lic. 
SOON 


VALENTINE VOTIVE: 1 p.m. Mon- 
day, Feb. 8, at the Holland Community Cen- 
ter, Deb will be teaching you how to make 
a cute little Valentine votive holder out of 
cardstock. This is for use with battery op- 
erated votive candles that will be provided. 
This will be a short class. Cost is $5. RSVP 
using via Myactivecenter.com, the center’s 
Facebook page or by calling 245-3163. 


POLISH PLATE DINNER: Feb. 13 at 
St. Mary’s Church, 57 South Street, Ware. 
5. Curbside pickup will be on Saturday, 
Feb. 13, in the parking lot behind St. Mary’s 
Church. Each customer will be designated 
a pick-up time when placing your order. 
Payment should be the exact amount, either 
check made out to St. Mary’s Church, or 
cash and placed in an envelope with your 
name, phone number and payment amount. 
Call Sylvia at 413-436-9268 or Diane at 
413-967-5207, with questions and/or to or- 
der. All orders must be received by Sunday, 
Feb. 7. St. Mary’s thanks everyone for their 
support. Snow date will be Sunday, Feb. 14. 

From the Palmer Library 

The YA February Take & Make activity 
is making a pair of bookends. This will in- 
clude paint, ribbon, glue, scrapbook paper, 
and more. Send photos of your work for the 
library’s social media pages. Open to all 
ages. Registration Required. Runs now to 





2021-Time to organize your closet! 


A custom closet system is the 


Feb. 27. Register at palmerlibrary.org. 


David Ruggles - Local Hero & Aboli- 
tionist Leader: 6:30-7:30 p.m. Feb. 10. The 
David Ruggles Center for History and Ed- 
ucation, located in the Florence section of 
Northampton, is named for one of the great 
unsung heroes of the movement to abolish 
slavery in the 1830s -40’s. A top historian 
recently named Ruggles the founder of the 
Underground Railroad. Tom Goldscheider, 
educator with the David Ruggles Center, 
will highlight the courageous work of Rug- 
gles for African American rights as well as 
his remarkable time in Florence. This vir- 
tual Zoom program is free to attend, but 
registration is required. Register at palmer- 
library.org. 


INTERESTS 


KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM at 
35 Ely Rd., Monson is closed for winter. 
There will be no meeting, tours or pro- 
grams. It will tentatively re-open on Sun- 
day, April 11, 2021. Nature trails are open 
daily until dusk for hiking, snowshoeing 
and cross-country skiing. Trail maps can be 
found in the parking lot. The Phillips Sculp- 
ture Garden is open year-round (handouts in 
box on one of the sign posts). For more in- 
formation call 413-267-4137, email khm@ 
keephomesteadmuseum.orgor visit www. 
keephomesteadmuseum.org 


THE QUABOAG VALLEY QUIL- 
TERS GUILD is looking for new members. 
The Guild meets on the first, third and fifth 
Thursdays of the month at 1 p.m. in the 
basement of the Palmer Historical and Cul- 
tural Center, 2072 Main St., Three Rivers. 
The Guild is a no pressure group with vary- 
ing degrees of accomplishments, from nov- 
ice to Big E “Best In Show” winners. The 
membership fee is $48 a year. For more 
information, contact Barbara Beaulieu 
at 267-4044 or Merry Mombourquette 
at 283-7577. Follow us on Facebook. 


Voted Best Yoga in the region by 
Town & Country Living Magazine 


MONSON WOODWACKERS wood 
carving club meets every Thursday at 
Monson Senior Center on Main Street 
in Monson from 6-8 p.m. The club meets 
throughout the year. Membership is $10 
for the year, payable in September. Anyone 
interested should call Barbara Mackintosh 
at 413-237-8303. There are many beginner 
projects and experienced teachers, as well, 
within the club. 


STAINED GLASS MAKING CLASS 
will be held on Thursdays at the Holland 
Community Center from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. or 
6-9 p.m. Glass and tools are supplied. Take 
six classes for $48. Class sizes are limited 
and are open to all ages. For more informa- 
tion call Tom Baltazar at 508-245-2525. 


DIAMOND NATIONAL/CASCADES 
DIAMOND. Did you every work there? 
Former employees meet on the third Tues- 
day of every month at Burgundy Brook 
Restaurant on Route 181 in Palmer from 
9-10 a.m. The stories shared are often col- 
orful but old friendships are renewed. 


ONGOING 


LEARN ABOUT LOCAL HISTORY: 
Want to learn more about local history? 
The Elbow Plantation Historical Society is 
available for research and other information. 
They can be reached at elbow.plantation @ 
gmail.com. Send them your questions and 
comments and leave your preferred contact 
information and they will will respond asap. 


THE MONSON LIONS CLUB has a 
20-foot x 20-foot tent for rent. The cost is 
$75 for a two-day event. The club will put it 
up and take it down. For more details, con- 
tact Curt at 413-668-6653. 


DAY SPRING LODGE A.F. & A.M. 
located 14 Bliss St., Monson is making its 
hall available for rent for $75 for a variety 
of parties and functions. For reservations,, 
call Doug Battige at 413-267-5855 or 413- 
265-9398. 


THE CENTERED PLACE 


SINCE 1988 


Yoga & Meditation Classes 


Now offering both online classes and 
studio classes. We will keep you safe. 


necessity that will also be a luxury. 
We work with you to design and 
build the perfect closet system to 

match your needs, style and home. 


Have compassion. Be considerate of others. 
Take care. 


413 436 7374 
286 BRIDGE ST, WARREN MA 


WWW.THECENTEREDPLACE.COM 


ALIGN 
HY PN@S1S¢ 


Align Your Mind, Body and Spirit 
413-758-1949 
www.alignhypnosis.com 


KITCHEN 


encounters, Inc. 


Custom built in Wilbraham. Come see our showroom. 
15 Railroad Avenue, Wilbraham ¢ 413-596-6535 
www.kitchen-encounters.com 
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Pathfinder, Palmer have yet to play basketball 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


PALMER - Pathfinder Region- 
al High School remains without a 
home court, and so far without an 
abbreviated season to play as teams 
have begun the winter season. 

Palmer High School also was 
supposed to begin playing, but has 
yet to play a game. 

Both schools have been re- 
stricted from playing games due to 
the teams they are scheduled to play 
against. 

Pathfinder Athletic Director Jo- 
seph Baldyga has said the school is 
not allowed to play schools in other 
communities that are currently in 
the red, or high-risk category. 

Pathfinder was supposed to 
open up the season with both boys 
and girls playing games on the road 
at Ware High School. 

Ware remains in the red de- 
spite lowering positive test numbers 
for COVID-19. Those games were 
postponed in the first week of the 
season, and Pathfinder also did not 
play in any games during the past 
week, which could have included 
Palmer High School. 

Palmer High School remains in 
limbo as well, with its two basket- 
ball games schedule to play teams 
like Pathfinder, Ware, and Ludlow, 
but all those games have been post- 
poned. 

While there is a limited win- 
dow for teams to play games in 
what is considered the “winter” sea- 
son, there is still plenty of time for 
Pathfinder to schedule and get up 
to 10 games in during the month of 
February. 

The Fall 2 season, which should 
include Palmer and Pathfinder foot- 
ball taking the field, is not sched- 
uled to begin now until March 1. 

Pathfinder is also still playing 


with the disadvantage of having no 
home court. Because of COVID-19 
protocols, the gymnasium, which is 
also being used as a cafeteria, can- 
not host basketball games at this 
time. This requires all of Pathfind- 
er’s games to be played on the road, 
further complicating its status to get 
a season in during the winter de- 
spite the sport being approved. 
While many towns are begin- 
ning to come out of the red, high- 
risk status, it has not happened in 





| File photos 
Palmer High School has yet to take 
the court in a game this season. 


enough places for Palmer and Path- 
finder to begin playing games as of 
this week. 

Other schools in the surround- 
ing area have begun playing games, 
including Amherst Regional, which 
has a co-operative program for 
hockey with Palmer High School. 
Palmer players are actively playing 
with the Amherst team. The team 
has had a few games under its belt. 

The MIAA website does not 





Pathfinder, without a home court, still has not been able to play a game 


this winter. 


list many games for the Palmer or 
Pathfinder teams. Belchertown was 
also a team on Pathfinder’s sched- 
ule, but all games against the Ori- 
oles remain postponed. 


Monson has made the move 
to play basketball during the Fall 2 
season along with a number of oth- 
er schools. Monson itself does not 
field a football team. 





GOLF 


Full slate of Mass Golf championships return this season 


NORTON — Mass Golf is ex- 
cited to announce the return of a 
full schedule for Championships 
and Women’s Championships 
during the 2021 season. While Mass 
Golf was able to conduct a majority 
of its events and qualifiers in 2020, 
this year’s slate will also include the 
return of events canceled last year 
due to COVID-19, such as the Mas- 
sachusetts Open. 


Mass Golf’s Director of Rules and 
Competitions, about 60 champi- 
onship events, including 18-hole 
qualifying rounds, are being sched- 
uled, and they will take place at 63 
different Mass Golf Member Clubs. 
In total, more than 4,600 registra- 
tions are expected. “This year’s 
lineup of championship events and 
qualifiers wouldn’t have been possi- 
ble without the support and dedica- 


said. 

“As we enter into what we plan 
to be a full season of Mass Golf 
events, we remain committed to 
maintaining the level of care and 
attention put towards keeping our 
competitors, volunteers, host club 
personnel, and staff safe,” said Jes- 
se Menachem, Mass Golf Execu- 
tive Director/CEO. “Statewide and 
nationally, golf was recognized as 
a safe recreational activity during 


times of great restriction and we are 
confident that we will keep this pos- 
itive momentum surrounding the 
sport going into the 2021 season.” 
Online registrations for 2021 
Mass Golf events will begin in early 
March. Additional details surround- 
ing the new registration platform 
and the registration open dates will 
be provided in the coming weeks. 


According to Kevin Eldridge, 


tion of all our host clubs,” Eldridge 
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New umpires 
2021 season 


REGION — The Western Massa- 
chusetts Baseball Umpire Association 
is looking for individuals who are in- 
terested in umpiring baseball at the 
high school and youth level. The WM- 
BUA services high school baseball 
and various other leagues in the Great- 
er Springfield area/ Hampden County. 

The WMBUA’s first year mem- 
bers class will be held for roughly five 
to six weeks, beginning in February. 
The class dates right now are fluid as 
the organization monitors what hap- 


BASEBALL 


needed for 


pens with the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Class is usually one or two nights per 
week from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

The class takes place in the First 
Baptist Church of East Longmeadow’s 
classrooms at 50 Parker Street. Classes 
may also be virtual if COVID-19 does 
not allow for in-person meetings. 

If you are interested in taking 
the classes, contact Chris Meffen, the 
WMBUA Secretary, via email at cmef- 
fen8017@gmail.com or visit the WM- 
BUA website at http://wmbua.org. 


Pioneers to host Pelham clinic 


LUDLOW — Western United Pi- 
oneers FC is excited to offer a soccer 
clinic in Pelham, MA for players in 
the Massachusetts North Region. The 
clinic provides off-season training and 
skill development by WUP FC coach- 
es. The second sessions available. 

This program is offered to boys and 
girls born in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 
and 2014. The four-week program 
includes one practice per week for a 
total of $65 per session. Sessions will 


consist of a max of 15 players per field 
(COVID regulation for the players’ 
safety). 

SESSION 2: MONDAYS 2/22, 
3/1, 3/8, and 3/15 

Boys and Girls Born 2013 and 
2014: Session is at 5 p.m. 

Boys and Girls Born 2010, 2011, 
and 2012: Session is at 6 p.m. 

The sessions will be held at Pel- 
ham Elementary School at 45 Amherst 
Road, Pelham, MA 01002. 
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FOOTBALL 


Indoor football team signs 
players for upcoming season 


WORCESTER — _ The 
Massachusetts Pirates have 
signed offensive lineman Jar- 
ed Thomas for the 2021 sea- 
son. 

Thomas (673”, 300 Ibs.) 
last played college football at 
Northwestern University. He 
appeared in 51 total games 
during his four years on the 
field, including starting all 
14 games at center during 
his junior and senior seasons. 
Thomas redshirted as a true 
freshman at Northwestern in 
2015. 

Some of Thomas’ accom- 
plishments at Northwestern 
include being named 2019 
team captain and 2019 All-Big 
Ten Honorable Mention. 

The Pirates have also 
signed offensive lineman 
Dwayne Wallace. Wallace last 
played in The Spring League 
in November 2020. He also 
played in XFL for the Los An- 
geles Wildcats in 2020. 

Wallace has garnered pro- 
fessional football experience 
outside of the Pirates. After 
going undrafted in the 2019 
NEL Draft, Wallace had brief 
stops in the NFL with the 
Pittsburgh Steelers and Chi- 


cago Bears. Wallace took part 
in rookie minicamps for both 
teams in May 2019. 

Prior to his professional 
football career, Wallace played 
college football at three differ- 
ent schools. First, he enrolled 
at Riverside City College for 
his freshman and sophomore 
seasons. He then transferred 
to the University of California 
at Berkeley for his junior year. 

In his senior year, he 
transferred again, this time 
to the University of Kansas. 
That season, Wallace start- 
ed 9 games at right guard. 
He also started a game at 
right tackle. Following his 
college football career, Wal- 
lace was a 2019 NFLPA 
Collegiate Bowl Participant. 
The Massachusetts Pirates 
are members of the Indoor 
Football League (IFL). The 
Pirates play all home games 
at the DCU Center located at 
50 Foster St. Worcester, MA. 
01608. For more information 
on the Massachusetts Pirates 
please call (508) 452-MASS 
(6277), email contact @mass- 
piratesfootball.com or _ visit 
www.masspiratesfootball.com 
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Submitted photos 
The Icebreaker 125 will kick off Thompson Speedway’s race season. 





The event is part of the Outlaw Open Modified Series | 


Thompson announces 
opening weekend events 


WATERBURY, Conn. — 
American-Canadian Tour (ACT) 
and Pro All Stars Series (PASS) 
officials have announced the slate 
of racing for the 46th Thompson 
Icebreaker on Saturday, April 10 
and Sunday April 11. The 82nd 
season opener at Connecticut’s 
Thompson Speedway Motor- 
sports Park currently consists of 
a nine-division card highlighted 
by the $10,000-to-win Icebreak- 
er 125 for the Thompson Outlaw 
Open Modified Series. 

The event marks the return 
of the historic season kick-off 
after a one-year hiatus due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
Icebreaker was first held in 1974 
and has become a staple of the 
Northeast motorsports calendar. 
It includes two days of racing 
with an optional Test N’ Tune on 
Friday, April 9. 

All five of Thompson Speed- 
way’s local divisions join the 
Outlaw Open Modified Series 
on the card. This includes the 
Sunoco Modifieds, ACT-type 
Late Models, Limited Sports- 
men/8-cylinder Street Stocks, 
SK Light Modifieds, and Mini 
Stocks. Laps for each division 
are to be determined. The purses 
for these divisions will be similar 
to those at the Thompson Speed- 
way events ACT and PASS pro- 
moted in 2020. 

The PASS Super Late Mod- 
els headline the Saturday por- 
tion of Icebreaker Weekend 
with a 75-lap event. It is the fifth 
straight Icebreaker featuring 
PASS, joiming the 2016-2019 
editions. PASS holds their first 
event of the year in the Northeast 
after opening the season with a 
pair of events at North Carolina’s 
Hickory Motor Speedway. 

The NEMA Lites of the 
Northeastern Midget Associa- 
tion, who are longtime Thomp- 
son Speedway supporters, return 
for another showing at the Ice- 
breaker. The EXIT Realty Pro 
Truck Challenge rounds out the 
card. Both series were slated to 
be part of the 2020 Icebreaker 
before its cancellation. 

Officials are finalizing the 
full schedule for each day. More 
information regarding schedules, 
pricing, and ticketing will be an- 
nounced over the coming weeks. 

“We have something for ev- 
eryone at the Icebreaker,’ PASS 
president Tom Mayberry said. 


“It’s important to start the sea- 
son with a bang, and we’ve put 
together a line-up to do just that. 
We know a lot of people are 
looking forward to the Outlaw 
Open Modified Series debut, 
but there’s plenty of other action 
planned for fans of both open- 
wheel and full-fender racing.” 

Entries are already pouring 
in for the 125-lap Outlaw Open 
main event. Two of the biggest 
names on the list are Franklin, 
MA’s Bobby Santos III and Mil- 
ford, CT’s Doug Coby. Santos 
has posted four career Tour-type 
Modified victories at Thomp- 
son Speedway and six at New 
Hampshire Motor Speedway. He 
recently triumphed in the famed 
Little 500 for Sprint Cars at Indi- 
ana’s Anderson Speedway. Coby 
is a six-time champion of the 
NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour 
with six victories at Thompson. 

Other notable Modified 
standouts on the early entry list 
include former Modified Racing 
Series and, International Super- 
modified Association Cham- 
pion Jon McKennedy, former 
NASCAR Advance Auto Parts 
Weekly Series National Champi- 
on Keith Rocco, 2011 NASCAR 
Whelen Modified Tour Cham- 
pion Ronnie Silk, and Mike 
Christopher Jr., the winner of the 
Budweiser Modified Open at last 
October’s World Series of Speed- 
way Racing. They’ II be joined by 
Northeast household names such 
as Matt Swanson, Eric Goodale, 
Andy Shaw, Carl Medeiros Jr., 
and Dan Meservey. 

A limited amount of garage 
stalls are still available for Ice- 
breaker weekend. These will be 
awarded to Outlaw Open Modi- 
fied Series competitors in the or- 
der their entries are received. 

The Icebreaker 125 is the 
opener of the new Outlaw Open 
Modified Series. The six-pack 
of big-money events concludes 
with the $20,000-to-win Thomp- 
son 300 on October 9 and 10 as 
part of the 59th World Series 
of Speedway Racing. In_ be- 
tween are four 75-lap events on 
Wednesday nights throughout the 
summer that will pay a minimum 
of $5,000-to-win. Rules, entry 
forms, and other information for 
the Outlaw Open Modified Series 
is available at www.acttour.com/ 
outlaw-open-modifieds or www. 
racedayct.com/thompson2021. 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


A1 WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 


AA "SEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or 
back pain? If you have insurance, you 
may qualify for the perfect brace at 
little to no cost. Get yours today! Call 
1-800-217-0504 


INVENTORS FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea start- 
er guide. Submit your idea for a free 
consultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN  STAIRLIFT! Call now for 
$250. OFF your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure! 1-844-325- 
8610 
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2**xkeekA & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 






vy 


tie 2 aes, 
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2***x*** A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es- 
timate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


February 4, 2021 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: www.artis4every1. 
com or call (508)882-3848 
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LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 


Clean-outs . 
ona Registered Tax Return Preparer 
Josh 413-636-5957 228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 cai paR 
eee PiiL ae (7Pelniment’ |“ai> 
PLUMB | NG The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tay return preparer. 


For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 


Pateco) nntems Wed, @ ode) pyalwelaceynl 


~ 3l years tax experience ~ | 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


62 Jim Ash Road 
(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 


workmen’s comp. for your pro- I‘ — — a P=, 

tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call ‘ie Se. aA Se, le 
a. oN 7 Gs ute ™ - rs - 

Jason (413)283-6374 ‘ — <= Yu \ Ae Nes ee. 
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DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- ot eo aS 40S 

thing from tree pruning, tree removal, | li = ~"* CPF ‘ 


stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se- 
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


Call your local Turley Publications 
sales representative for information and 
rates on advertising your tax service here! 


413-283-8393 - 1-300-824-6543 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 








AUTO RETIRED RACING EXPERIENCED LINE COOK, part 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE time to start. Pay Negotiable. Apply in 
FOR ADOPTION person 218 Main St., Monson (413) 


SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 893-9078 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 


Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


INDUSTRIAL MACHINE OPER- 
ATOR. Full-Time M-F 7am-3:30pm. 
Fully Paid Health Insurance, Vacation, 
Holidays, Paid Sick Days. Will train eli- 
gible canidate. West Brookfield (508) 
867-3859 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 





Find archives of this local newspaper at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


21 Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Name: 

Address: 

Town: 

Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 

Card #: 


Amount of charge: 


_1 MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


LI VISA 


_J Discover 


Base Price 
$27.50 


Base Price 
$29.50 


Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$33.50 





DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 





HUBBARDSTON 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 
wie 


Village Hills 


at a 
Circulation: 
WEST NORTH 
BELCHERTOWN BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 
GRANBY 
FINE 


WILLIAMSBURG 
BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 
WALES ( HOLLAND 


WEST- 
HAMPTON 
% 













EAST Ch | 
BROOKFIELD 



























9986.00 sl 
| suburban 
Base Price — 
$28.00 | | 
Circulation: 
59 000 
seers! — | Hilltowns 


Circulation: 9,800 





EASTHAMPTON a 
; WILBRAHAM 
WEST 


SPRINGFIELD 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 











Base Price 
$34.00 


— — Add $10 for a second Zone 
"$3550 "s3600! Or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 
Phone: First ZONE base price ee 
Add asecond ZONE ___*10.00 er 
State-_ Zip: Addathird ZONE 5.00 
_ 
X per week rate = $ Subtotal a 
eee Sane x Number of Weeks 
eae a TOTAL Enclosed 
Date: 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 








2021 
TAX TINE 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing, 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 





Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


URS Tel:413-289-0058 
= Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kifchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kifchentabletaxes.com 


\Viel(eral(e)aim ke). arelalem mlatcineitclitelsimalests 


IRS Problems? 
Let a Professional Handle it for you. 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 * Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com * pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 





FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col- 
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta- 
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.’ We will not knowing- 
ly accept any advertising for real es- 
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 
¢Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 
eLaundry Facilities 
eCats Welcome 
*Extra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 
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TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 


Tse BS: REAL ESTATE 





STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE Winter Spe- 
cial. Rent a 5’x10: 2 months payment 
up front, 3rd month free. Call Mary 
(413)531-3722 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 






Classified 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 





FOR RENT 


a 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 
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Purchase a photo that recently ran in 
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Go to newspapers.turley.com/ 
photo-request 
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A SALUTE TO OUR BUSINESSES FOR THEIR YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY 


The businesses 1n and around town remain the heartbeat of the community. Some are new, while others date back many generations. 
Turley Publications Inc. is happy to showcase them in the order of the year they were established. We hope you enjoy this special section. 


Past as prologue: New rail line idea recalls economic heyday 


PALMER — It’s been noted that 
history tends to repeat itself. Trains were 
once an economic driver for Palmer, 
which earned the title “Town of Sev- 
en Railroads.” Will they one day power 
a commercial renaissance here and in 
neighboring towns? 

That’s more than possible. The re- 
cently released East-West Passenger 
Rail Study under consideration includes 
a Palmer station. It would not only be a 
nod to the town’s past, but could spur a 
new wave of economic development in 
the area while connecting local residents 
not just to Boston, but also to stops all the 
way back from the big city to Pittsfield. 

Advocates of the plan, from local 
business owners and public officials, to 
state representatives and senators and 
Richard Neal, Hampden County’s repre- 
sentative in the U.S. House, see the rail 
line — and the return of a depot in Palm- 
er — providing lasting benefits that tie to- 
gether existing interests. It connects peo- 
ple to jobs, housing and education, and 
gives customers easy access to points of 
interest and downtown shopping oppor- 
tunities. 


More Than Palmer 

There has never been more tourism 
destinations in this area than there are 
now. 

From the Palmer hub radiates paths 
to shops, restaurants, creameries, win- 
eries, brew pubs, tourist-oriented farms, 
lakes, trails, and even a bonafide forest. 
Passengers stepping off the Palmer plat- 


ESTABLISHED 


WARE TRUST COMPANY AND SAVINGS BANK, WARE, MASS. 


Since Country Bank's founding more than a century and a half ago, 
we've had the opportunity to work with many organizations 
dedicated to making life better for those we serve. 


= 
y icountrybank 
For Business. For Living. For You. 
countrybank.com » 800.322.8233 
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The Journal Register 


Local News. Local Stories. 
Local Sports. Local Advertisers. 
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Hometown 
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for 171 Years 


snow" 


Turley® 


Publications, Inc. 
www.turley.com 






form will be able to stroll downtown, or 
bike or hail a ride share to any number of 
destinations in Monson in one direction, 
or Brimfield, Wales, Holland and bustling 
Sturbridge in the other. 

Before the disruption of the year-old 
Covid-19 pandemic, local flea markets 
and antique shops thrived for decades — 
and will again. 

“The thrice yearly Brimfield flea 
markets have been a nationally recog- 
nized event in the antiques and collect- 
ibles world over much of their 60-year 
existence,’ said J.R. Greene, author of 
several noted area history books, in- 
cluding the recently published “The Old 
Quabbin Valley In 100 Objects.” 

“As acollectibles dealer since my se- 
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SQUICP LUMeNTR 
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Squier Lumber & Hardware 
5 SQUIER AVENUE | MONSON, MA 01057 
413-267-5542 


SQUIERLUMBER.COM 


Serving the 
Pioneer Valley 
since 1890 


Heating | Cooling 
Plumbing | Electrical 


NoonanEnergy.com 
1488 N Main Street | Palmer 


One Town & Seven Railroads/Robert Buck Photo 
The New England States, a long-distance passenger train run by the New York Central, 
travels west through Palmer in 1954. 


nior year in high school (which gave me 
the time to research and write all of my 
books), I have shopped at every Brimfield 
show since late 1972, and set up there of- 
ten as a vendor between 1992 and 2019. 
Brimfield serves as an intersection be- 
tween high end antiques and casual col- 
lectors,’ Greene said. 

Like all the other possibilities, a 
Palmer depot can funnel more flea mar- 
ket and antiques shoppers than ever be- 
fore. That prospect makes us want to re- 
visit the area’s rail history: 


How Palmer Grew 
No matter which direction you look 
in Palmer, chances are, a railroad line — 
currently used or historically significant 


SiurValue| Home Cent 


“146 Years of Providing “Old” Fashioned 
Customer Service to the Local Community 


INATIONAL 
|FIREPLACE 
INSTITUTE 


1 A CERTIFICATION AGENCY 


uM 


1241 Park Street I 
413-283-8961 


at Quasoac Country Cive 


70 Palmer Road, Monson, MA 01057 
(413) 267-5294 or (413) 478-4317 


Since 1905 


= 


The! 





Courtesy photo 


Antique and flea market shows in Brimfield and Palmer have been a tourism and 


economic driver for decades. 


— will guide your sight to the develop- 
ment of the town and what brought (or 
spiked) many families to build their roots 
here, 

According to the “History of Palmer, 
Massachusetts” by J.H. Temple, the town 
of Palmer was incorporated as part of 
Hampden County on Feb. 20, 1812, was 
originally know as the “Elbow Tract” and 
located along three distinct trails used by 
indigenous people. In the years follow- 
ing, industry in the town was largely con- 
fined to a handful of grist and sawmills. 

All that changed however, when the 
first rail lines were laid through town in 
1839. Both the “History of Palmer” and 
“One Town & Seven Railroads,” the lat- 
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RATHBONE 


PRECISION METALS wc 


Bert Beers 


ter of which was produced by the Palmer 
Public Library Railroad Advisory Board 
and published by Turley Publications, 
noted that the Boston & Albany Railroad 
opened from Worcester to the Connecti- 
cut River in October 1839. The Central 
Vermont Railway whistled through in 
1850 and connected with lines to the 
north and in 1853 the Union became 
known as the New London, Willimantic 
and Palmer Railroad. 

After experiencing financial trouble, 
the line became the New London North- 
ern; the Ware River Railroad came to be 
in 1867, and the Athol and Enfield Rail- 
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The Oldest Business 


in Palmer 
& 
The Oldest 


Glass Company 
in Massachusetts 


> HOME ” 
y AUTO ” 


* EQUIPMENT ° 


283-6411 ¢ 1184 Park Street, Palmer 
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For over 90 years 
we've been assisting 
area families in 
creating meaningful 
and personal funeral 
ceremonies. 

We take pride in 


Elizabeth and Herbert Story 
serving Belchertown, 








\ 


Crystal Champigny, Mare Gaudreau, 
Wendy Story andAlyssa Boyko 


Palmer, MA 01069 


www.rathboneprofiles.com 


info@rathboneprofiles.com 


Palmer 
283-9061 


Palmer, 

3 South Hadley, 

, and our surrounding 

A communities. 
i Outstanding service 
has always been our 
number one priority... 
and it’s nice to know 


it always will be. 


BEERS & STORY 


FUNERAL HOMES 


Belchertown South Hadley 
323-6961 533-4400 


www.beersandstory.com 


AN AFFILIATE OF FOUNDATION PARTNERS GROUP & FPG MASSACHUSETTS, 
4901 VINELAND ROAD, SUITE 300, ORLANDO, FL 32811 — (407) 680-2777 
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Rondeau’s wows the crowd again 
at the annual Big E, where their ice 
cream is always a hit. rs 
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Alvita the cow 
Is an iconic 
fixture at 
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Moutton 


Insurance Agency Inc 
413-967-3327 © 1-800-521-5787 


www.moultoninsurance.com 
Our Family Cares About Your Family 
HOME 


Awesome Retro Bowling Alley 
with Railroad Theme 


Inexpensive Entertainment 
Come in and bowl or 
Reserve your lane today. 
CELEBRATING 68 YEARS 


Very Competitive Rates « Experienced Professional Staff 
Accident Forgiveness Coverage ¢ On-site Registry Processing 


www.diamondjunctionlanes.com 


1446 Main Street, Palmer, MA 


413-289-0013 


HOURS: Tues. - Fri. 5p.m. - 9p.m.; 
Saturday 12-9 pm; Sunday 12-5 pm; Closed Mon. 


ARBELLA 


INSURANCE 


Ware Belchertown 
143 West Street 45 N. Main Street 
413-967-3327 413-323-7229 
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SANDERSONS%$}MACLEOD 


Leaders Lin Twisted Wire Brushes 


1199 Main Street, Palmer, Massachusetts 01069 
www.sandersonmacleod.com 
413-283-3481 


Swimmer kiaitels 
Insurance 


Friendly, Dependable Service 


1382 Main Street, Palmer 
413-283-8378 


www.cgins.com 


| Independent 
Insurance 
Agent 


“LET US HELP” 
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SOCCER SSH OCHO OHHHOHHHOHHHESEHECEEO 99000799 ae 

















I THE JOURNAL REGISTER 


ESTABLISHED EDITION © 


ay 0 on Oe ee OR OROR swe RURo RE) Ufo ko eto ie ol Ole nla in Oe G-e.0 neo ie Ol ated =a a Oa 0 On al OMe nlm OzOR\ E 2Ol) MENG 


=e 


“* . 
™ —— 
Neer: 






ome! 


« 
ZV 
& 









i 80 YEARS 
4 OF YUM 


Rondeaus is Palmer's 
ice cream Mecca 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@ turley.com 


PALMER — Alvin Rondeau’s Dairy Bar on Ware Street 
is not only a treasured local institution but an example of en- 


trepreneurship and perseverance. It’s where generations of 
young people earned a wage for the first time. 


sure to come. 


he said. 
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SHERMAN & FRYDRYK 
Land Surveying and Engineering 
A division of Hancock Survey Associates, Inc. 


3 CONVERSE STREET, SUITE 203 
PALMER, MA 01069 
TEL: 413-283-6210 FAX: 413-289-1025 





RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL 
& MUNICIPAL SERVICES 


~ Our roots date back to the 1800’s ~ 


Kenneth C. Sherman, 
Surveyor & Engineer 


R.O. & G.F. Dingman, 
Surveyors 





Nathanial Clapp, 
Surveyor 


Ei W.H. & H.W. Brainerd, 
Engineers 

in www.shermanfrydryk.com 

©) wwwhancockassociates.com 
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IN PALMER FOR 59 YEARS 


BUDDY’S 


Auto Sales & Service 
WE SERVICE WHAT WE SELL 


¢ Complete Transmission Flush 
e Oil Service ¢ AC Recharge 
e Tune Ups ¢ Ball Joints ¢ Tie Rods 
e Water Pumps ¢ Timing Belts & Chains 
e 4x4 Service 


AUTOMOBILES & TRUCKS 
COMPLETELY SERVICED 


IF WE DON'T HAVE WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING 
FOR IN A VEHICLE, JUST ASK, WE GO TO AUCTION 
EVERY WEEK AND HAVE OVER 5000 CARS TO 
CHOOSE FROM. WE ACCEPT TRADE-INS! 


1150 Park St., Route 20, Palmer, MA 


283-7531 
Fax 283-5897 
www.buddysautosales.com 


FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 





Comfortable, Clean and Quiet Rooms 





Consider that when Rondeau’s opened in 1940, the 
country was still in the grip of the Great Depression. Since 
then, it’s survived through World War II, a pandemic, nat- 
ural disasters, periods of economic upheaval, more major 
wars, and now another pandemic. 

Through it all, the Rondeau family never failed to open 
that window every season, serving residents and visitors and 
creating lasting memories — with many more years’ worth 


Last year marked Rondeau’s 80th anniversary and its 
status as a local treasure. Michael Rondeau, whose grandfa- 
ther Alvin opened the shop that became a family legacy, said 
it all started on the family farm in Palmer. 

“He came down off the farm and he started the ice 
cream business and the other brothers went into the dairy 
business and worked it through the years at different times,” 
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WEDGEWOOD 


MOTEL 


Celebrating Over 59 Years 
of Serving Our Community 
1962-2021 






at a Great Price. 


Route 20, Palmer, MA « 413-283-4501 
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Operating Since 1965 


started by a group of 
Professors at UMass Amherst 


Amherst Railway Society has year after year 
high end manufactured modeled trains and 
the big Railroad Hobby Show. 


Interested in more information 
amherstrail.org 


1130 S Main St, Palmer, MA 01069 
(413) 267-4555 
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Father and son, Alvin and Dick Rondeau, in front of the family business. 


Rondeau’s Dairy Bar, with not much else around it, when it opened in 1940. 


Eventually, they branched out, but the 
Palmer shop grew the deepest roots. 

“There was one in West Springfield and 
the [1955] flood took that and he had one in 
South Hadley and that was taken away by the 
highway,’ Rondeau said. 

“But this place has always remained.” 

Michael’s father, Dick, born two years 
after Rondeau’s opened, eventually worked 
there. When Michael was 12, Alvin taught 
him how to make ice cream for the first time, 
“and along the years my father and I got into 
the “Big E,’” meaning the Eastern States Ex- 
position, where they are an annual hit. Alvina 
the cow, the iconic Rondeau’s mascot, (she’s a 
sculpture) and her array of costumes, became 


a fixture there. These days Alvina is sporting 
a protective mask, a subtle reminder of the 
shops’s “no mask, no service” policy during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

All of the public officials at the event 
shared their Rondeau’s stories. Palmer Town 
Councilman Bob Lavoie said he’s known the 
family and has been a customer since moving 
to town 20 years ago. 

“Dick, of course, was still the proprietor 
here then,” he said. 

“T just live a mile or so down the road. We 
come up here all the time. It’s a tradition. Ev- 
erybody who comes through the area comes 
here. I have relatives that live 50 miles away 
from here that know the Rondeaus. It’s an 


annual thing. They’Il always come up for the 
springtime opener.” 

State Sen. Anne GobiGobi said since she 
was a kid, her family would drive to Palmer 
from Spencer for Rondeau’s treats. 

“You know in Spencer, we had Dairy 
Queen, which we still do, but that’s soft serve. 
If you wanted to go somewhere to get hard 
ice cream, this is where you’d get it. This was 
like a big Sunday trip for us when we were 
young,’ Gobi said. 

For State Rep. Todd Smola, Rondeau’s 
was always a family tradition. 

“T’ve been coming to Rondeau since I 
was knee-high to a grasshopper,” he said. 

“Tm from a five-generation family in 


Palmer, so I was born and bred in Palmer, 
even though I live in Warren now. 

And Rondeau’s was a staple on our week- 
ly menu whenever it was open. We come here 
to get ice cream and the great Polish food, 
which is something in my family’s history. 
You can get great ice cream, get yourself a 
kielbasa sandwich and get great clams here. 
It’s excellent. They know what they’re doing.” 

Now that the 80-year milestone has been 
celebrated, how about a grand 100”? 

“Yes,’ Michael Rondeau said. “That’s 
what I’m planning.” 
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Architects Planners Interiors 


3 Converse Street, #201 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Phone 283-2553 m@ Fax 413-289-8993 
Email: bob@architectural-insights.com 


Since 1985, under the leadership of 
Lawrence E. Tuttle, Principal and President, 
and Robert S. Haveles, Principal, 
Architectural Insights is a 
highly innovative professional design firm 
that serves both public and private sectors 
throughout New England. 
Though our primary source of work 
has historically been 
Western and Central Massachusetts, 
we have been involved in projects ranging 
geographically from Hartford, Connecticut 
in the south to Kennebunk, Maine 
in the north, and out on Cape Cod. 





} pane Hills 


CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
YOUR REGIONAL BUSINESS RESOURCE 


The Quaboag Hills 
Chamber of Commerce 


consists of 15 communities - 
Belchertown, Brimfield, Brookfied, 
East Brookfield, Hardwick, Holland, 
Monson, New Braintree, North Brookfield, 
Palmer, Spencer, Wales, Ware, Warren, 
West Warren, and West Brookfield. 


Our Mission is to be an advocate 
for economic growth in the region 
through development, promotion, 
and advancement of businesses. 

We are a leading advocate for 
business and community development 
in the Quaboag Hills Region, 
and provide our member 


) with a voice on political, \ 


Ro, social, and economic issues. ell 
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D&M AUTO 
UHAUL 


U-HAUL 


(413) 289-1834 


1422 Park Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
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2001 Calkins Rd 
Three Rivers, MA 01080 
413-283-2561 


jstolarinsurance.com 


Founded by John Stolar in 1980 with a pledge 
to provide Old Fashioned Customer Service 
along with superior products at a reasonable 
price. We remain a family owned business 
today with the same commitment to service 
that John envisioned 40 years ago! 


“Old Fashioned 
Commitment 
To Customer 

Service’ 


Founder John ali 





DAVID BREN 
Owner 


Fun Fads 


e Michael Rondeau says the most 
year-round ice cream consumption 
is in the Northeast and Alaska 
“because it’s comfort food.” 


¢ Rondeau’s now has 57 flavors, 
including sorbets and no sugar- 
added treats. 
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¢ The best-selling flavors at 
Rondeau’s is vanilla, orange 
pineapple, and black rasberry. 


e Fire Extinguishers 
ORE SETI STAT 


ORY HT EWETILG 
Refilled) 
SR for. 

UBeer SALE 





sO81 


INC, 
NESCO SALES Re 
COMPLETE AUTOBODY CENTER ein Oe 


“We make it easy for you!” 


Licensed Auto Damage Appraiser # Registered Repair Shop RS 1688 
Collision Specialists + Free Estimates 


WE HANDLE ALL INSURANCE CLAIMS 

91 STATE STREET, BONDSVILLE, MA rie & KEVIN COMSTOCK 
W.nescoau pais com 

283-6403 * FAX: 283-6414 ar= 
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Kubota Rentals eee oe Museum 
30 Ely Roa 


STIAL Husqvarna — Monson, MA 01057 


_ v VP a 413-267-4137 


PARK SAW SHOP 


LOGGING ¢ ARBORIST ¢ SAFETY 


1292 PARK ST., PALMER, MA 01069 
1-800-232-6132 © (413) 283-2939 


Mon-Fri 6am-5pm ¢ Sat 7am-Noon 


Button Collection 
House Museum 
Nature Trails 
Sculpture Garden 





We hope to open for you this spring with 
interesting outdoor events & carefully managed house tours. 
This working farm began as 2 rooms 1n 1749, 
became a Keep family home in 1854, & 
evolved structurally into the late 1980's. 

As a Museum, we have been welcoming guests since 1989. 


Please visit our website & see what charms await you here! 


www.keephomesteadmuseum.org 





am) Shipping Can Be Arranged 
RENTALS AVAILABLE 
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Steaming Tender preserves local history 
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Turley Publications File Photo 
The Steaming Tender, located at 28 Depot Street in Palmer, 
where the original rail station was located. 


Turley Publications staff photos by Jonah Snowden 
Locomotive artifacts, good food and friendly 
servers await customers at Steaming Tender. 








By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


PALMER - It all began in 1987, when Blake 
Lamothe came to Palmer to purchase Model A 
Ford car parts and stumbled across a building on 
Depot Street. 

That same year Blake, along with his wife 
Robin Lamothe, purchased the building, restored 
it and created what it is now known as the iconic 
Steaming Tender restaurant. 
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Restaurant & Pizzerio 


ITALIAN, GREEK 
AND AMERICAN CUISINE 





Door Dash Delivery 
Dine In and Take Out 





Temporary Hours: 
Sunday-Thursday 11am-8pm 
Friday & Saturday 11am-8:30pm 


1581 North Main Street, Palmer ¢ 413.283.9939 
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1307 Park Street (Route 20), Palmer, MA 


413-289-1016 © 800-662-1016 
Monday - Friday: 7:30AM to 5:00PM & 
SATURDAY: 7:30AM - 12:00PM 


-“—_ 
We Accept Most Major Credit Cards 





General Manager, and daughter of Blake and 
Robin, Scarlet Lamothe, said initially, her parents 
used the building to trade in antiques while re- 
storing the building from 1987 to 2004. She also 
said while they were in the process of restoring 
the building, the idea occurred to them that people 
might enjoy quality dining in a vintage railroad 
depot setting. Blake, a rail enthusiast, and Robin 
saw the opportunity to preserve and promote local 
history while creating a destination for other rail 
enthusiasts. 
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Quaboag Valley Community 


Development Corporation 
and Business Assistance Corporation 


e SMALL BUSINESS LOANS 
e BUSINESS TRAINING/PLANNING 


e BUSINESS CONSULTING 


e COMPUTER TRAINING CLASSES 
Microsoft Office Products - Quick Books 


For more information call 
(413) 967-3001 
QVCDC.org ¢ Fax 413-967-3008 
23 West Main Street Ware, MA 01082 


The Quaboag Valley CDC is an equal opportunity employer, lender and provider. 
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Proudly Serving Palmer 


for over 20 years 


Established as the Steaming Tender in 2004, 
only outdoor service was available at the time. 
Scarlet Lamothe, who was only 9 years old at the 
time, helped take orders when it opened. She said 
only outdoor dining was available for the first two 
years. 

The building where the Steaming Tender re- 
sides was previously the home to the 19th centu- 
ry Romanesque style train station known as the 
Palmer Union Station. To keep the aesthetic of 
the former railroad station alive, Blake and Robin 
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PRESENTS 


Camelot's Canine Coach 


DOG DAYCARE PICKUP AND DROP OFF 
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have purchased and collected train-related arti- 
facts, including a 1915 Porter Locomotive. 

What Scarlet believes attracts customers to 
the restaurant, besides the stellar menu, is the his- 
torical element. 

“T think people more so appreciate the char- 
acter [of the building] that’s been brought back to 
light,” she said. 

“Tt’s been brought back to its originality and 
the era that 1s was, as a diamond in a rough, it is 
shining now.” 





Scarlet Lamothe, daughter of restaurant founders Blake and Robin Lamothe, took on the position of 
General Manager at the Steaming Tender and continues to grow the business. 
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is especially happy to enter our 
twentieth year serving Monson and 
the surrounding communities. 


We have had great success supporting 
local community projects and groups 
to meet their goals. These efforts 
are important to the staff here at 
Adams and to the community. 


We at Adams look forward to continuing 


e ASE Certified Mechanics 

| lel | BUS STOPS MONDAY-FRIDAY ; 
e Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles HAMPDEN, AND WILBRAHAM supporting your hometown market. 
e Weekly Tire Specials eae 
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5 Star Authorized 
Registered State Emissions 
Repair Facility #RPO08269 





LUBE - OIL - FILTER | 


With quality Exxon Mobil oil, 
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The staff at Adams Hometown Markets 
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Blake Lamothe, co-owner and founder of Steaming 
Tender, purchased the building on 28 Depot Street, after 


originally coming to Palmer to purchase Model A Ford car 


parts. 


Their most popular dishes, such a whiskey bread 
pudding, pulled pork grilled cheese sandwiches, and li- 
moncello haddock, help draw customers — many of who 


stay for the historic railroad element. 


While continuing to serve customers through the 
COIVD-19 pandemic, Steaming Tender will continue 
to collect and showcase locomotive artifacts, improve 
the quality of the building and advocate for its inclusion 


in the East-West rail plan. 


“Why not have the stop right here?” Scarlet Lam- 


othe said. 


“Tt’s a piece of character and it’s unique.” 

Expressing her appreciation for the support the 
restaurant has received, Lamothe said each purchase of 
a meal is supporting staff and continued historic resto- 


ration. 


To learn more about Steaming Tender, located at 28 
Depot Street, and view the menu, go to steamingtender. 


com. Place to-go orders by calling 413-283-2744. 
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ASPHALT PAVING & MAINTENANCE, INC PAVING & MAINTENANCE, INC. 


Kevin Aliengena 
113 Bethany Road 
Monson, MA 01057 
413-267-4088 ¢ Cell 413-374-0582 
Email: kevin@apmipaving.com 
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Palmer, MA 


SUPERBOWL SPECIALS 


2 Large 2 Topping Pizzas 
30 Wings (any flavor) 
& 2 2 liter sodas 
$49.25 with tax 


LARGE 2 TOPPING PIZZA 
20 Wings (any flavor) 
& a 2 liter soda 
$34.95 with tax 


CHECK OUT OUR MENU! ASK ABOUT DELIVERY! 


1620 North Main Street 
(Route 20) Palmer, MA 01069 


413 283-5555 ¢ Fax 413-283-5558 


OPEN 7 DAYS: Mon.-Thurs. 11 am - 9 pm 
Fri.-Sat. 11 am - 10 pm e Sun. 11 am - 9pm 
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A 1915 Porter Locomotive, sion with other 


locomotive artifacts, can be viewed at the 
Steaming Tender. 





A vintage photo of the Palmer Union Station. 
If a proposed East-West Rail line comes to 
fruition, it will create a new Palmer station. 
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ALIGN 


HY PN@SIS3 
Align Your Mind, Body and Spirit 


At Align Hypnosis we offer private, virtual, couples 
and small group sessions for quality of life issues that 
prevent you from reaching your full potential. 


WEIGHT LOSS 
SMOKING CESSATION 
ANXIETY & STRESS « ¢ PHOBIAS 
SPORTS PERFORMANCE 


Changing your quality of life may be easier than you think! 
Flexible hours to meet your needs 


DONNA LEE HONEYWELL, BCH, CCH 
Align Your Mind, Body and Spirit 

1024 Central Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
413-758-1949 
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at Quasoac Country Crus 
e Re-gripping * Re-shafting « Repairs ¢ Alterations 
¢ Loft/Lie Bending ¢ Lazer Flo-Trace 


70 Palmer Road, Monson, MA 01057 
(413) 267-5294 or (413) 478-4317 


www.alignhypnosis.com 


ESTABLISHED 


at Quasoac Country Crus 
e Re-gripping ¢ Re-shafting ¢ Repairs ¢ Alterations 
¢ Loft/Lie Bending ¢ Lazer Flo-Trace 


70 Palmer Road, Monson, MA 01057 
(413) 267-5294 or (413) 478-4317 
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13576 Palmer Restaurant 
1376 Main St., Palmer * 415-289-6956 
www.angels13'76pr.com 


Not Your Basic 
Breakfast Place! 


Hours: Thurs.-Sat: Gam-2pm, Sun.: 7am-lpm, 
Closed Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday 


Fresh Soupand (9/533: 
Homemade Muffins Daily! 
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road began operations in 1869 — passing through 
towns now under the waters of the Quabbin Res- 
ervoir. The Central Mass. Railroad was born the 
same year, financed by the Boston & Lowell and 
the Hampden Railroad connected the New Ha- 
ven and Boston & Maine lines between Spring- 
field and Bondsville. But as Philip Opielowski, 
the chairman of the Railroad Advisory Board, 
noted in his introduction to “One Town & Sev- 
en Railroads,’ there was a distinct and colorful 
commercial and human history that ran parallel 
to the steel railroad tracks. 

“Early Palmer industries earned their live- 
lihood by drawing power from the rivers. Rail- 
roads generally follow river routes because of 
the easier grades they offer,” he wrote. “The co- 
incidence of river-based industry and adjacent 
railroad tracks accelerated industrial growth, 
which spread to upstream regions. Mills now 
had access to wider markets and their production 
dramatically increased. Along with that came 
settlers and immigrants to operate the mills and 
sustain the villages that grew up around them.” 

In addition to describing the railroads that 
passed through town, the aforementioned book 
also delved into detail about Palmer’s Union 
Station — designed by Henry Hobson Richard- 
son and dedicated to the public in 1884 — which 
is now owned and operated as the Steaming Ten- 
der restaurant created by Blake and Robin Lam- 
othe, a couple committed to returning passenger 
rail service to town. 

Also reviewed were Palmer trolley lines; on 
Nov. 29, 1897, the newly organized Palmer & 
Monson Street Railway contracted construction 
of a line to serve all of Palmer’s villages. But 
economic forces that helped power the region’s 
rail expansion in the 19th century also drove 
its partial demise as the 20th century wore on, 
wrote historian Larry Lowenthal. 

“Eastern railroads had been overbuilt in 
the expectation that manufacturing, deliveries 
of raw materials such as coal, and passenger 
business would continue to increase,” he wrote. 
They were poorly equipped to cope with the vast 
economic changes that occurred after World 
War II, and the problems of one company af- 
fected the others.” 

Lowenthal went on to describe the bank- 
ruptcy of Penn Central in the early 1970s and 
the domino effect it had on other operations. 

But both he and Opielowski noted that con- 
tinued freight service through the town as well 
as long-distance passenger service provided by 
Amtrak (albeit with considerable federal dol- 
lars) were an example of what had been — and 
what could be. And as the railroads themselves 
evolve with new technology and purpose, so no 
doubt will the town and surrounding communi- 
ties. 

That prospect is now more tangible than it 
was a year ago. As Rep. Neal told us last fall, 
before Joe Biden was elected President, Biden is 
a likely ally for the East-West rail plan. Known 
for his decades of rail commuting, Biden, Neal 
said, is likely to support federal funding for the 
project. 

Even under the best of circumstances, such 
an ambitious project would face formidable hur- 
dles because of the cost and logistics. However, 
like several advocates have said, more ambitious 
and difficult engineering and economic initia- 
tives have been achieved. 

So, why not here? 


This story includes original reporting by 


Douglas Farmer for Turley Publications that 
appeared in a previous edition. 
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BREAKFAST SERVED ALL DAY 
COUNTRY HOME COOKIN’ 


a, 


BREAKFAST & LUNCH 
413-324-2986 


Open 6am-2pm 7 Days a Week 
Indoor & Outdoor Dining 


Beautiful Views 


Great Food & Dining 


@2 Ta. = Ei 
ROUTE 181, 3092 PALMER ST., PALMER 
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Local groups make effort to rename Quabbin Visitors Center 


Committee formed to 
rename ‘Les and Terry 
Campbell Quabbin 
Visitors Center’ 


By Melina Bourdeau 
Staff writer 


BELCHERTOWN - Three lo- 
cal groups are spearheading an ef- 
fort to memorialize two members 
of the community who were instru- 
mental in the establishment of the 
Quabbin Visitor’s Center — Leslie 
and Terry Campbell. 

Members of the Pioneer Val- 
ley Photographic Artists, Friends of 
Quabbin and Quabbin Photo Group 
have formed the Les and Terry 
Campbell Memorial Committee. 
The group published its first article 
in the Friends of the Quabbin winter 
newsletter explaining how and why 
the group intends to rename the vis- 
itors center. 

The group hopes to put up 
new signage inside and outside the 
building displaying the new moni- 
ker “The Les and Terry Campbell 
Quabbin Visitors Center.’ 

Following Terry Campbell’s 
death in 2004 and Les Campbell’s 
in September 2020, the committee 
feels the timing is right to rename 
the visitors center. 

Friends of the Quabbin Edi- 
tor and member of the memorial 
committee, Paul Godfrey said the 
groups formed the memorial com- 
mittee shortly after Les Campbell’s 
death. 

“For most of us, renaming the 
visitors center in (the Campbell’s) 
honor was a no brainer,’ said God- 
frey. “However, that doesn’t mean 
it’s automatic. We have to build an 
effort and we need support.” 

He said the group strives to 
continue teaching people about the 
Quabbin, the previous towns that 
were flooded to make the reservoir 
and the variety of nature in the park. 

“The Quabbin is a natural area 
that is mostly left to itself,’ Godfrey 
said. “Our efforts have been to ed- 
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ucate people that it’s not just water 
or this beautiful environment. It’s 
about historic preservation. Peo- 
ple were forced to move from their 
homes.” 

Godfrey said the aim of the 
committee is to change the signs 
on two of the doors as well as add 
a tribute to the couple inside of the 
visitors center. 

“Additionally, we would like to 
include a plaque that briefly sum- 
marizes who Les and Terry were 





Les Campbell was a photographer 
in Belchertown known for his 
nature photographs, many of which 
were taken in the Quabbin Reser- 
voir. 


to visitors of the Quabbin Visitors 
Center, which will permanently 
teach all visitors how this wonder- 
ful resource was imagined and cre- 
ated. All costs of these new signs 
will be borne by the aforementioned 
groups which Les founded: Friends 
of Quabbin, Pioneer Valley Photo- 
graphic Artists, and Quabbin Photo 
Group,” wrote Annie Tiberio in the 
newsletter. 

In his tribute to Les Campbell, 
Godfrey wrote that Les Campbell 
was born in Ware in August of 1925. 

Campbell not only worked for 
the Metropolitical District Water 
Supply Commission in the Quab- 

bin Section, but 

he also spent 75 

Boet years as : pho- 
tographer, earn- 
ing —_— accolades 
for his work 
including — three 
of the highest 
awards given by 
the Photographic 





Courtesy photo 


Three local groups are working to rename the Quabbin Visitors Center in 
honor of Les and Terry Campbell, who were Belchertown residents. 


Society of America, according to 
the tribute. 

“But his passion, for the last 
40 years and what he may be best 
remembered for, is his love of 
teaching other people his skills. In 
1946, Les co-founded the Quab- 
bin Bird Club,” wrote Godfrey in 
the tribute. “Later, he started many 
local camera clubs, including the 
Quabbin Photo Group and Pioneer 
Valley Photographic Artists. More 
recently, he became concerned that 
his fellow photographers could not 
show their work because of the ex- 
pense of having it framed. So, he 

taught them to frame and matte 
their own photographs in his living 
room.” 

Terry Campbell, born in 1940 
in Hartford, Connecticut, lived 
in Belchertown since 1969 and 
co-founded the visitors center 
where she worked for 15 years, ac- 
cording to her obituary from Beers 
& Story. 

“The physical operation of the 
Visitors Center fell to volunteers... 
Terry who began with an empty 
room,’ wrote Tiberio in the news- 


letter. “It was Terry who foresaw 
the need for a discussion group of, 
originally, former residents (of the 
lost towns of the Quabbin) called 
the Tuesday Tea group. It was Ter- 
ry who started selling books on the 
Quabbin...It was Les and Terry who 
created a newsletter for members of 
the Friends of Quabbin. It was Terry 
who started providing information 
to visitors and made it obvious that 
permanent staff were needed for 
that task. And she became the first 
Visitors Center staff member hired 
by MDC.” 

Thus far the groups have sent 
information about the project to: 
State Rep. Donald Berthiaume, 
Jr. (R-Spencer), State Sen. Joanne 
Comerford (D-Northampton), State 
Sen. Anne Gobi (D-Spencer), State 
Sen. Eric Lesser (D-Longmeadow), 
State Rep. Todd Smola (R-Warren), 
State Rep. Susannah Whipps-Lee 
(I-Athol), Congressman Jim Mc- 
Govern (D-Worcester), Senator 
Elizabeth Warren, Senator Ed Mar- 
key, Department of Conservation 
and Recreation Commissioner Jim 
Montgomery, Frederick P. Laskey, 





Three local. groups aie working to ‘rename the Quabbin Visitors Center | 
in honor of Belchertown photographer, Les Campbell and his wife, Terry 


Campbell. 





Lois Doubleday, previous Friends of the Quabbin newsletter editor, and 
Terry Campbell cut a holiday party cake. Campbell was the first staff 
member of the Quabbin Visitor’s Center. 


of the Massachusetts Water Re- 
sources Authority, Director of the 
Water Supply Citizens Advisory 
Committee Lexi Dewey and former 
State Sen. Stephen Brewer. 

Send comments to Paul God- 


frey, 47 Harkness Road, Pelham, 
MA 01002 or godfrey @umass.edu. 
Godfrey will share them with the 
rest of the committee and with oth- 
ers whom they ask for help. 
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ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement. 
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iweb Hills Chamber of Commerce Fundraiser sponsored by Dioguardi Jewelers 


Tickets can be purchased at Dioguardi Jewelers, 95 Main Street, Ware, MA 
By mailing a check payable to QHCC, 3 Converse Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
Or pay online by visiting https://quaboaghillschamber.chambermaster.com/eventregistration/register 


Proceeds to benefit Quaboag Hills Chamber of Commerce. QHCC is an non-profit organization that encompasses 
the towns of Belchertown, Brimfield, Brimfield, Brookfield, East Brookfield, (Gilbertville) Hardwick, Holland, Monson, 
New Braintree, North Brookfield, Palmer, Spencer, Wales, Ware, Warren, West Brookfield & West Warren. 


Applications open to high school seniors 
and college students studying journalism 


REGION — The New England 
Newspaper and Press Association 
awards up to 10 scholarships each 
year to aspiring journalists through 
the Journalism Education Founda- 
tion of New England. Applications 
are open through the deadline of 
March. The foundation strives to 
encourage and support young peo- 
ple who plan to pursue a career in 
the newspaper industry. 

College students or high school 
seniors who are studying and ac- 
quiring work experience that will 
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prepare them to work in the field of 
journalism are eligible to apply. 

For more information contact 
Linda Conway at l.conway @nenpa. 
com. 

To qualify students must: 

Be a resident of New England. 

Be a senior in high school plan- 
ning to attend college the following 
year or an undergraduate college 
student studying journalism or a re- 
lated field. 

Have a GPA of 3.0 or above. 

Demonstrate a serious interest 
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in a career in journalism by send- 
ing: a cover letter, transcript, re- 
sume or biography, letter of recom- 
mendation, and a body of published 
work in a school news publication, 
general circulation newspaper, or a 
similar publication and/or a body 
of work prepared for a journalism 
class. 

Please note: Those applying 
will be required to sign in to Google 
to upload documents. 

The deadline to apply is March 
12. 
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